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Thurtene Thanks 'Coach'
With a theme "Let Your Imagination
Ride," Thurtene Carnival brought
together students, faculty, staff, and
the community to celebrate once again
the spirit of Washington University.
Proceeds went to St. Louis Scores, an
after-school program where children in
St. Louis learn soccer and practice their
literary skills through poetry. During the
awards ceremony at the carnival's con
clusion, former Thurtene adviser Jim
Burmeister (white shirt). executive direc
tor of University Relations and a.k.a.
"Coach," was honored for his 35 years of
advising the Thurtene Junior Honorary.
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For Professor Carl Phillips, the chal
lenge is to get others to see that
poetry is all about human emotions
they can relate to (page 72)

FEATURES
Jane Wolff is an assistant professor of
architecture and an authority on the chal
lenges facing the California Delta and its
levee system (page 76)
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Poetry Is His Perfect
Expression
Carl Phillips' award-winning writing retlects the com
plexities of being human-being tlawed and struggling.

DEPARTMENTS

2 FrontRunners

16

Short takes provide a glimpse of
WUSTL's community of great minds
and great ideas.

10 Helping Hands

20

University members dedicate
themselves to serving others.

34 Alumni Activities
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Alumni offerings include shopping
for University items on line and trav
eling to the Southern Hemisphere.

36 ClassMates
Catch up on news of fellow
classmates and alumni profiles.

Shaping Social Development Around
the Globe
The School of Social Work partners with Columbia
University and the Open Society Institute to educate
students from Central Asia, so they can help build
the policy and social service infrastructure their
homelands n eed.

32 My Washington
Georgia Van Cleve, A.B. '51, contin
ues a family tradition of service to
the University.

California's Delta Blues
Some say the Ca lifornia Delta is destined for Katrina
style tlooding along its m assive but antiquated system
of levees, and Jane Wolff, ass istant professor of archi
tecture, is among those fearing the Worst.

29

Knocked Over, but Not Out
New Orleans residents Jarvis DeBerry and Oscar
Donahue, both English majors, survived Hurricane
Katrina, yet their stories provide a glimpse of a per
manent watermark.

Enriching the Lives of Older People
As executive director of the AARP Foundation, alumna
Robin Talbert leads the nationwide effort to assist
seniors with financial, legal, housing, and health issues.

48 Washington Spirit
Associate Vice Cha ncellor James P.
Cra ne reinforces clinical care at the
School of Medici ne .
Vol. 76, No.2, Summer 2006

Cover Associa te Professor Gautam N. Yadama
(center) advises Open Society Institute Fellows Zarina
Mammadova (left), of Azerbaijan, and Suiunbek
Aidarov, of Kyrgyzstan. (Photo by Joe Angeles)
Background
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Pre-Hurricane Katrina, alumnus
Oscar Donahue sold hiS colorful
jewelry in the New Orleans
French Market. His life and
work have since taken on a
new hue (page 27)

FRONTRUNNERS
Spring Break on the Gulf
During spring break 2006, more than 200 University students joined
other students from across the nation to provide physical and
emotional support to those in areas of Alabama, louisiana, and
Mississippi hit hard by Hurricane Katrina. In the cleanup and repair
efforts, students wore DuPont Tyvek® suits (at left top) or masks,
goggles, and gloves to avoid black mold as they first removed flood
damaged household effects, including appliances, and then gutted
houses. Many also hung plywood walls, attached trim, and installed
doors, while others prepared food. The seven student groups, loosely
coordinated by the University's Community Service Office, were the
Catholic Student Center; Overflow, the ministry of Campus Crusade
for Christ; St. louis Hillel; Campus Y; lutheran Campus Ministry;
Engineers Without Borders; and students in an undergraduate course
titled Hurricane Katrina: A Case Study in Disaster and Relief.
"The experience was very intense," says Justin Stringer, Arts &
Sciences Class of '06, an Overflow team leader, who holds the sign
in photo (at left bottom) of a group working in st. Bernard Parish in
New Orleans. "It was amazing to see the enormous damage done,
and it was amazing how appreciative the people we helped were."

The National Cholesterol
Education Program recom
mends that those with elevated
cholesterol eat foods con
taining plant sterols as a way
to lower cardiovascular risk,
but many sterol-containing
Pill containing plant
foods are inconvenient for
substances called sterols
some patients. Structurally
can help lower cholesterol,
similar to cholesterol, plant
according to researchers at
sterols can reduce the
the School of Medicine.
absorption of cholesterol in
The researchers studied
the gut by competing with
patients who already were eat
cholesterol to get absorbed
ing a heart-healthy diet and
and transported into the
taking statin drugs to control
body. However, sterols are
cholesterol. The addition of
not bioactive in the intestine
plant sterols helped further
unless they have first been
lower total cholesterol and
solubilized or emulsified.
contributed to a nearly 10 per Because sterols are not
cent reduction in low-density
water-soluble, past strategies
lipoprotein (LOL) cholesterol,
have involved dissolving
the so-called" bad" cholesterol. them in fat.
Results of the study were
Most sterol-containing
published in the American
foods studied so far have
foumal of Cardiology.
been brands of margarine.

Plant Compounds
Reduce 'Bad'
Cholesterol
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Studies have found that a
daily intake of one or two
tablespoons of sterol-contain
ing margarine could signifi
cantly lower LOL cholesterol.
Some juices and puddings also
contain plant sterols.
"One problem is that many
of our patients already have

As part of the study on the effects
of plant sterols on cholesterol,
Anne Goldberg (right), associate
professor of medicine, works with
dietitian Joyce Bateman.
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lowered their intake of fats
and calories and do not use
products like margarine on a
regular basis," says Anne
Carol Goldberg, associate pro
fessor of medicine and lead
author of the new study.
To deliver the sterols in
pill form, the plant com
pounds were combined with
a substance ca.lled lecithin
and compressed into tablets.
When mixed with lecithin,
the normally insoluble sterols
are able to dissolve in water
and act in the intestine to
affect cholesterol absorption.
Goldberg's team studied
26 patients who were follow
ing the American Heart
Association Heart Healthy
Oiet and taking statin drugs
to control cholesterol.
Over six weeks, half were
randomly assigned to take
placebo pills while the rest
took sterol tablets. All patients
ingested four tablets, twice
daily with meals, while contin
uing to take statin drugs.
"Those who started with
higher LOL got a bigger
response, a bigger drop in
their LDL, when they added
plant sterols to their regi
men," Goldberg says.
Goldberg said it would be
useful to try and replicate
these findings in larger studies.

Gaming Is a
Gamble

O

f the more than 80 per
cent of the U.S. popula
tion that gambles in one form
or another, most never need
treatment for problem gam
bling. But about 1.8 percent
of them do meet at least five
of the American Psychiatric
Association's criteria linked
to pathological gambling.
Criteria include preoccupa
tion with betting, the need to
gamble more often or make
larger bets to obtain the same
level of excitement, lying to
conceal gambling involve
ment, and chasing losses
with more substantial bets.
Investigators from the
George Warren Brown School
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of Social Work and from the
Department of Psychiatry in
the School of Medicine have
developed a tool known as
the Gambling Assessment
Module (GAM©), which can
help determine whether a per
son is a pathological gambler
and what particular type of

gambling triggers problems
them if they would
[
for that individual.
consider investing in
"¥
"The assumption is that
the company.
different people have prob
Nearly identical
lems with different types of
documents were sent
gambling," says Renee M.
to all partici pan ts,
Cunningham-Williams,
except half were sent
the male CEO bio and
visiting associate professor at
the social work school and
the other half the
principal investigator on
female CEO bio.
several gambling studies.
"What we found is
"As researchers, we feel it's
that the CEO's gender
Research by Professors Judi McLean Parks
better not to lump football
(left) and Lyda Bigelow showed respondents' affected just about
betting, slot machines, bingo, biases against female CEOs.
everything," McLean
and craps under a single
Parks says. "Participants
umbrella, just as we wouldn't
were willing to invest
lump together marijuana,
300 percent more in a firm
cocaine, and heroin when it
run by a male, and when it
comes to drug addiction."
came to compensation, they
Cunningham-Williams
would pay the male 14 per
explains that much of her
cent more than the female."
n making business invest
Respondents also said,
research involves using the
ment decisions, potential
GAM to learn who is at risk to
among other things, that the
investors show bias against
become a problem gambler
female CEO had significantly
women chief executives and
someone who meets four of
less leadership experience,
women business owners,
the APA criteria-and
would be less able to hand Ie a
crisis, and was less competent.
who might progress to according to research by two
"We found that partici
pathological gambling. faculty in the University's
Olin School of Business.
One of her recent
pants' latent biases were not
Lyda Bigelow, assistant
studies with C. Robert
based on reality," Bigelow
Cloninger, the Wallace professor of organization and
says. "Research suggests that
strategy, and Judi McLean
Renard Professor of
when there are many women
Psychiatry and director Parks, the Reuben C. and
in senior management, firms
Anne Carpenter Taylor
of the Center for
tend to do better."
Professor of Organizational
Psychobiology of
The findings may appear
Behavior, found that investors bleak at first blush, says
Personality, points to
were overwhelmingly inclined McLean Parks, "but the good
two activities that potentially
could indicate a risk for cross to favor firms run by males.
news is that women are
After constructing a
ing over: betting on stock
continuing to work in
prospectus for a company
options or commodities mar
organizations and pursue
that was purported to be
kets and betting on bingo.
entrepreneurial ventures.
going public, Bigelow and
Sooner or later, the
However, more research is
McLean Parks distributed the
needed on the specific role
evidence of their
document, along with the
of gambling types as a risk
success may start
CEO's bio, to people educated changing people's
factor for developing gam
in business finance and asked latent biases."
bling problems.

Investors Show
Gender Bias
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• Sports News Is
Good News

Senior Ari Rosenthal had a
superb singles record of 25-4,

•••••••••
Linguistic
Differences
Can Lead to
Discrimination
t's long been known that
Ivoice
when someone hears a
without knowing or
seeing the speaker, such as
during a phone conversation,
he or she makes assumptions
about the other, based on
speaking style. But research
by John Baugh , the Margaret
Bush Wilson Professor and
director of African and
African American Studies in
Arts & Sciences, has shown

4

Take a look at the headlines and
you can quickly see that the Bears
athletic teams are continuing to
excel outside and inside the class
room. The women's basketball
team finished the season with a
25-3 overall record and earned a
trip to the Sweet 16 before losing
to Hope College. Senior Kelly
Manning was named First-Team
All America, and Shanna-Lei
Dacanay was named to the AII
Freshman Team. On the men's
side, sophomore Troy Ruths was
named to the 2006 ESPN the
Magazine Second-Team Academic
AII-America®College Division
Men's Basketball Team. The men
finished with a 17-8 record.
In the pool, the men's swim
ming and diving team took sixth
place at the NCAA Championships,
which is their best NCAA finish

in program history. Seniors
Michael Slavik and Eric Triebe
closed out their careers on top:
Slavik (50 free champion) and
Triebe (200 free champion) won
the first and second national
championships, respectively,
in school swimming and diving
history. Out of the pool, the
men's swimming team ranked
No.1 in the nation in team
grade-point average (3.49 com
bined) in Division III for the fall
2005 semester.
The women's swimming and
diving team also had a program
best finish-fifth-place at the
NCAA Championships.
In track and field, four Bears
earned All-America honors at
the NCAA Indoor Track and Field
Championships: juniors Delaina
Martin (weight throw), Cameron
Williams (high jump), Karl Zelik
(triple jump), and sophomore
Morgen Leonard-Fleckman (pole

that "linguistic profiling," a
term he coined, is being used
to deny minorities equal
opportunity in terms of jobs
and housing.
Baugh, who also is a pro
fessor of psychology and holds
appointments in anthropology,
education, and English-aU in
Arts & Sciences-has studied
this phenomenon through
hundreds of test phone calls
responding to ads for jobs or
apartment rentals. He tests ads
by using a series of three calls,
First someone speaking with
an African-American dialect
responds to an ad, Then, a
researcher with a Mexican-style
Spanish-English dialect caUs, A
third caller uses what most peo
ple regard as standard English,
"Many people made
racist, snap judgments
about callers using minor
ity dialects," Baugh says.
"Some potential employ
ers, real estate agents, loan
officers, and service pro
viders did it repeatedly.
Long before they could
evaluate callers' abilities,
accomplishments, credit

rating, work ethic, or good
their choice, then their speech
works, they blocked callers,
patterns should not exclude
based solely on linguistics."
them from consideration,"
Helping raise public
Such racist reactions fre
quently break federal and
awareness of the issue, the
state fair housing and equal
University hosted a major
employment opportunity
conference, titled Linguistic
laws, When challenged in law Profiling and Linguistic
suits, many businesses deny
Human Rights, in April 2006.
that they can determine race
or ethnicity over the phone.
However, Baugh's ongOing
study, backed by a three-year
$500,000 grant from the Ford
Foundation, shows that, over
the phone, many Americans
are able to accurately guess
the age, race, gender, ethnic
ity, region of heritage, and
other social demographics
Adam Norberg (left) and
based on a few sentences,
James
Aguilar (standing), both
even just a "Hello."
Engineering Class of '07, and
"J, myself, was discriminated
Albert Mao, a student in the
against in seeking a new apart
ment in 1987, and that led to
M.D.lPh.D. combined degree pro
some early experiments and
gram, placed 39th among 83 teams
subsequent studies," Baugh
in an international collegiate pro
says. "I want our work to rein
gramming contest sponsored by
force equality for people from
the Association for Computing
diverse linguistic backgrounds.
Machinery. The team qualified for
If people have worked hard
enough to earn the money
the competition, held in April 2006
to live in a neighborhood of
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vault). And, for the second-con
secutive year, the men's and
women's track and field teams
swept the UAA Outdoor
Championships. The Bears
secured both titles with 13
individual crowns on the day.
The eighth-ranked men's
tennis team had a strong sea
son at 18-3, but the Bears lost
to Kalamazoo College in the
first round of the NCAA Division
III Tournament. The 19th-ranked
women's tennis team, 14-9, also
lost in the NCAA first round.
The red-hot baseball team
fell to Mount St. Joseph in the
NCAA Central Regionals, but at
34-7, the team set the school
single-season record for wins.
The women's softball team won
the UAA for the third straight
year. In post-season, the team
lost to Wartburg College in the
NCAA Midwest Regionals and
finished with a 37- 7 record .

Student
Team Excels in
Computer
Programming
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Drugs May Block
Asthma and
Bronchitis
Curre nt treatments for
asthma and chronic
bron chiti s can only alleviate
symptoms, but School of
Medi cine researchers have
go n e to the root of these
di sorders and found a twodru g treatment that could
po te ntially restore patients'
troubl ed airways to healthy
fu n ctioning.
Mi chael]. Holtzman, the
Selma a nd Herman Seldin
Pro fesso r of Medicine, and
colleagues di scovered tha t in
mice a nd humans with these
di so rd ers som e cell s that line
th e air p assages of the lung
transfo rm into a nother cell
type . Thi s cellula r tran sform atio n , whi ch h ad neve r
before been recog ni zed, is
res po n Sibl e fo r overproduc
ing mu c us in th e air ways.
" In th ese disorde rs,
sh o rtn ess o f brea th a nd

in San Antonio, by winning the
Mid-Central Regional Contest
at Webster University in
St. Louis last fall. In regionals,
they bested 122 teams from
Arkansas, Illinois, Kentucky,
Missouri, and Tennessee.
Working against the clock in
both competitions, teams had to
solve difficult programming problems, such as writing a program
that can determine who wins a
complicated board game after a
certain set of moves. Each team
worked from a single computer,
so decisions about who should
actually type in the solution to
a particular problem and who

Red shows the mucin gene
product made by mucous cells in
a CGPO patient's airway
cough are related to hy persecre ti o n of mucus in the
air way," Ho ltzman says.
" Physicians prescribe antiinflammato ry steroids a nd
bro nchodilators to ease breathing difficulties, but these medications don 't specificall y
reduce mucus production or
secretio n. Our research
showed th a t the use of two
inhibitors can block t he excess
of mucus-producing cells ."
One inhibitor prevents
the bu ildup of ciliated cells.
The other, by interferin g with
the transformation of cilia ted
cells into goblet ce lls, prevents the buildup of goble t
cells, which produce m ucus.
"We've shown that if y ou
combine the two inhibitors
in a rational way, you can
restore the normal architec
ture of the airway lining, "
Holtzman says, "but you have
to use the combination to fully
correct the abnormalities."
Holtzman says he believes
the study's findings could
readily translate into clinical
treatments for asthma,
chronic obstructive pulmo
nary disease (COPD), an d
other chronic airway diseases.

should be thinking about the
next problem were crucial.
·Our team did a particularly
good job in coordinating their
efforts," says team coach WilliamSmart assistant professor of
computer science. ·Using the
competitions to enhance their
abilities to think quickly and
accurately and to perform so well
is a real feather in their cap."

• Speaker Says
'Marriage Crisis'
Is Unfounded
Stephanie Coontz (above),
professor of history and
family studies at Evergreen
State College in Olympia,
Washington, who spoke
recently at Washington
University, says that
although the institution of
marriage is undergoing a
powerful revolution, there
is no "marriage crisis" as
pop culture proclaims.
"Marriage as an institution has always been
dynamic, shifting to fulfill
economic needs in societies
or kin groups," she says,
"and now marriage no
longer has a monopoly on
organizing one's personal
life. It shares the stage
with many other forms of
family." She adds that this
revolution in the concept of
marriage is as powerful as
the Industrial Revolution.
Coontz, who traces the
evolution of marriage
through the ages in her
book Marriage, a History:
From Obedience to Intimacy,
or How Love Conquered
Marriage (Viking Adult,
2005), says that basing
marriage on love was a
radical idea. -rhe love-match

idea created marriages
that enhanced individual
fulfillment but at the same
time, weakened marriage as
an institution." The more that
people saw marriage as their
main source of intimacy and
commitment, the less
they were prepared to enter
or stay in a marriage they
found unsatisfying.
Marriage began as a way
to meet other bands of people
and a way to expand one's
tribe. In early nation states,
it was a means of regulating
property, consolidating wealth
and military alliances, and
organizing citizenship rights.
"Marriage was about property
and power," Coontz says.
"Love was gravy."
Based on her exhaustive
research, which traverses cen
turies and cultures, Coontz
says the most constructive
way to support modern
marriages is to improve worklife policies so that couples
can spend more time with
each other and their children,
to increase social-support
systems for children, and to
provide counseling for all
couples who seek it. In addi
tion, she says society needs
to support the full range of
relationships, including single
parents and unmarried cou
pies-whether heterosexual
or of the same sex-in which
our children are raised and
our dependents cared for.
Coontz's lecture, titled
"Courting Disaster? The World
Historical Transformation of
Marriage," part of the School
of Law's eighth annual Public
Interest Law Speakers Series,
"Access to Justice: The Social
Responsibility of Lawyers,"
was co-sponsored by the
Assembly Series, the Woman's
Club of Washington University,
the American Civil Liberties
Union Student Chapter, and
the Women's Law Caucus.
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Alumnus' Gift
Will Support
Engineering

A

Joining a group of children to kick off St. Louis Children 's Hospital's $125 million "Building for Care, Searching
for Cures" campaign on January 25, 2006, were (from left) Joe Buck of FOX Sports and a trustee of Children 's
Hospital; Jonathan D. Gitlin (kneeling), the Helene B. Roberson Professor of Pediatrics and professor of genetics
and of pathology and immunology; Lee Fetter, president of Children'S Hospital," and Larry I Shapiro, executive
vice chancellor for medical affairs and dean of the School of Medicine.

Curing Childhood
Diseases Is Focus
of New Institute
t. Louis Children's Hospital
and the School of Medicine
have launched the Children's
Discovery Institute (COl), a
unique and bold partne rship
aimed at curing some of the
deadliest diseases attacking
our nation's children.
The collaboration will
focus on accelerating cures
for childhood disease in four
areas: cancer, congenital heart
disease, lung and respiratory
disorders, and musculoskeletal
diseases.
Research teams, including
scientists from pediatrics,
nanotechnology, bioengineer
ing, genetics, computational
biology, developmental biol
ogy, and other a reas, will
work closely with the medical
school's Genome SequenCing
Center to decode the diseases'
genetic blueprints.
"The COl offers a unique
plan to build a high-speed
connection between the fun
damental knowledge of our
genetic code a nd the patient's
bedside, so th e knowledge can
flow and translate into cures
for disease," says Alan L.
Schwartz, the Harr iet B.

S
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Spoehrer Professor of
PediatriCS, head of pediatrics,
and pediatrician-in-chief at
Children's Hospital. "This isn't
being done anywhere else."
The CD! is th e major target
of a $125 million capital cam
paign and the capstone of a
$355 million inves tment in
St. Louis Children's Hospital
over seven years (2001--07),
includ ing the add itio n of
seven stories to the hospital.

WASHI N G T ON UNIVER SITY IN ST. LO UIS

Also, to accommodate addi
tional physician and faculty
offices, th e m edical school
will add seven stories atop
the hospital's parking facility
as part of the initiative.
"The CDI is a very promis
ing venture," says Lee Fetter,
president of Children's
Hospital. " Its groundbreaking
discoveries could allow thou
sands of children to lead
healthie r, happier lives. "

commitment from the late
Pres ton G reen , B.S. (elec
trical engineering) ' 36, who,
in a 45-year career with
Southwest Steel Supply Co. ,
rose to become its president
and chairman, will be nefit
engineering stud e nts and fac
ulty for generations to come.
In honor of an $8 million
commitment from the estate
of Green, who died in 2003,
the Departme nt of Electrical
and System s Engineering in
the School of Enginee ring &
Applied Science (S EAS) will
become th e Preston M . Green
Departme nt of Electrical and
Systems Engineering as of
July 1, 2006 . In addition, funds
from the estate will be used to
support a future SEAS building,
also to be named after Green.
Although construction of
the new building is a few years
away, plans call for it to house
SEAS' Department of Electrical
and Systems Engin eering and
Department of Computer
Science and Engineering. The
new building will allow the
faculty, students, a nd staff to
work together in one facility, a
much more effici ent way to
conduct tea ching and research.
Chancellor Mark S.
Wrighton announced the gift
and related plans a t a tribute
dinner attend ed by Nancy
Green, Preston 's widow, and
many of his friends and associ
ates on Fe bruary 27, 2006.
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Event to Celebrate
"Danforth Campus"

an instructor at the medical
school. He rose to become a
professor of internal medicine,
and in 1965, at age 39, he
was named vice cha ncellor for
A n event marking and
medical affairs and president
J-\ celebrating the renaming
of the Washington University
o f the Hilltop Ca mpu s as the
Medical Center. He was
Da nforth Campus will be
named chancellor of the
h eld at 3:30 p.m ., Sunday,
University when Thomas
September 17, 2006, in
Eliot retired in 19 71.
Graham Chapel, and the
During his 24 years as ch an
public is invited to attend .
cellor, Danforth oversaw the
Th e ceremon y will be followed establishment of 70 new faculty
by a reception at 5 p.m.
professorships, built a $1. 72
The name was chosen to
billion endowment, and tripled
honor William H. Danforth,
the number of scholarships for
life trustee and chancellor
students. Nearly 60,000 stu
emeritus; his late wife,
de nts graduated during his
Elizabeth Gra y Dan forth; his
chancellorship, and the reten
tion of undergradua tes
and the recruitme nt
of minority students
increased signifi can tl y.
The Danforth famil y's
connections to the
University are lon g and
varied . Bill Danfo rth's
grandfather, Willia m
Danforth, who founded
Ralston Purina Company
and established the
Danforth Foundation,
graduated from the
If School of Engineering
~ in 1892 and served as a
~ University trustee for
~ 25 years. William 's son
Donald was a key builder
Elizabeth and William H. Danforth were the
of the compan y and
first couple of the University for 24 years.
foundation , and his four
children were William
famil y; and the Dan forth
(Bill); Dorothy Danforth
Foundation for the role they
Miller, mother and St. Louis
have played in the transforma citizen; Donald, Jr., B.S.B.A.
tion of Washington University. '55, a businessman and entre
"Bill Danforth has been
preneur; and John Oack), for
one of the most respected
mer U.S. senator from Missouri,
leaders in higher educa tion,"
former U.S. ambassador to the
says Chancellor Mark S.
United Nations, and current
Wrighton . "To man y alumni
chairman of the board of the
he will always be dearl y
Danforth Foundation.
remembered simply as 'Chan
"Washington University is
Dan ' or as 'Uncle BilL '
grateful to the trustees of the
"To all members of the
Danforth Foundation , which
University communi ty over
included Bill, Donald , Jr. , and
the past half-century, h e will
Jack, as well as their father and
be remembered as the man
grandparents, for important
who, together with his late
financial support," Wrighton
wife, Elizabeth, loved the
says. "The foundation 's trus
University and loved working
tees a nd staff helped build ih
h and-in-hand with faculty,
St. Louis 'a world-class uni ver
staff, students, and alumn i
sity' that continues to grow in
to increase its strength a nd
strength, reputation , and
the contributions that only
most of all-service to its stu
a university can make to
dents and to the world ."
m odern society."
For details on the campus
In 1951 , Danforth joined
dedication event, please visit
the University commun ity as
w""w. wustl.edu online.

Samuel R. Bagenstos, pro
fessor of law, recently earned
a unanimous U.S. Supreme
Court victory in arguing a
case on behalf of a Georgia
inmate in the disability rights
case United States v. Georgia.
The Ford Foundation,
a longtime supporter of the
University's Center for Social
Development (CSD), has
offered a $2.5 million grant,
which the University must
match on a one-to-one basis,
to support the creation of a
permanent endowment for
the CSD. The Center aims
to address the root causes of
poverty and to find solutions
to its problems.
Piloting his aircraft
around the world and then
some on February 11, 2006,
trustee Steve Fossett,
M.B.A. '68, set the record for
the longest solo, nonstop,
nonrefueled flight in terms
of distance.
John C. Morris, the
Harvey A. and Dorismae
Hacker Friedman Distin
guished Professor of Neurol
ogy, professor of pathology
and immunology, and
director of the University's
Alzheimer's Disease Research
Center and of Washington
University's Center for
Aging, was appointed to
the National Advisory
Council on Aging.
Rich O'Donnell, direc
tor of the University's Sachs
Electronic Music Studio and
applied music teacher of per
cussion in the Department
of Music in Arts & Sciences,
performs as part of the group
Leroy Jenkins' Driftwood on
its recently released CD,
titled Tile Art ofImprovisatio,,:
Leroy Jenkins' Driftwood, on
the Mutablemusic label.
Three faculty members
have been named to
endowed professorships:
Robert Hegel, professor of
Chinese in the Department
of Asian and Near Eastern
Languages & Literatures in
Arts & Sciences, as the first
Liselotte Dieckmann
Professor in Comparative
Literature; William J.
Powers, professor of neuro
logical surgery and of radiol
ogy, as the Charlotte and Paul
Hagemann Professor of
Neurology; and Gregory A.
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Storch, professor of pediatrics,
of medidne, and of molecular
microbiology, as the first Ruth
L. Siteman Professor of
Pediatrics. Storch also was
named director of the Division
of Infectious Diseases in the
Department of Pediatrics.
Mary J. Sansalone,
professor of structural engineer
ing and a renowned inventor,
administrator, and author at
Cornell University in Ithaca,
New York, will become dean
of the School of Engineering &
Applied Science on July I,
2006. Sansalone earned a
Ph.D. degree in structural engi
neering from Cornell in 1986
and has been on its faculty
since 1987. For three years,
she was associate director of
Cornell's School of Civil &
Environmental Engineering.
She earned a bachelor's in civil
engineering from the Univer
sity of CinCinnati. In 1999,
she earned a master's in public
administration from Harvard
University's John F. Kennedy
School of Government.
Samuel L. StaDley, Jr.,
professor of medicine and of
molecular microbiology, will
become vice chancellor for
research, effective July I, 2006.
Steven L. Teitelbaum,
the Wilma and Roswell
Messing Professor of Pathology,
received the Rous-Whipple
Award for 2006 from the
American Society for
Investigative Pathology. He
was honored for his research
into bone diseases.
Margaret Bush Wilson,
trustee emerita, received the
Rosa L. Parks Memorial Award
for Meritorious Service to the
Community from the Hilltop
Martin Luther King, Jr.,
Commemoration Committee.
A University delegation
led by Chancellor Mark S.
Wrighton joined with
St. Louis Mayor Francis G. Slay
and Barry Rosenberg, executive
vice president of the St. Louis
Jewish Federation, in a visit to
Israel in January 2006. The
visit reflects the University's
ongoing interest in learning
more about higher education
around the world.
Ken Yamaguchi, professor
of orthopaedic surgery, has been
elected to the board of direc
tors of the American Academy
of Orthopaedic Surgeons.
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Alumni Play
Major Roles in
Stardust Mission

• WUSTL Shines
at National
Science Meeting
Nearly 1,000 top scientists,
science policy experts, edu
cators, students, families, and
journalists came to the annual
meeting of the American
Association for the Advance
ment of Science (AAAS) in
St. Louis in February 2006.
During the international
science and technology extrava
ganza, more than 30 WUSTL
faculty members led and/or
participated in presentations.
And, at the University's infor
mation booth on 'St. Louis
Row' in the Exhibit Hall in
America's Center, all eyes were
on the Department of Earth &
Planetary Sciences' replica (above)

ashington University
alumni have been
W
leading three of six sub

of rover robots that have been
exploring Martian terrain since
January 2004. (A University
team, led by Ray Arvidson,
shown above, the James S.
McDonnell Distinguished
University Professor and chair of
earth & planetary sciences, has
played a major role in NASA's
Mars Exploration Rover Mission.)
The AAAS meeting included
more than 150 symposia, plenary
and topical lectures, a poster com
petition, career workshops and

second, the probe extended a
tennis-racket-sized collector
filled with aerogel-a light,
silicon-based material
described as a foamy glass-to
trap and preserve the dust.
After traveling billions of
omet dust particles, which miles over seven years, the
may yield clues as to how Stardust space capsule, includ
the solar system was formed
ing the canister containing
4.6 billion yea rs ago, are the
dust, parachuted onto the
star attraction in Frank J.
Utah salt flats on January 15,
Stadermann's lab.
2006. The canister
Stadermann,
was opened two
senior research
days later at John
scientist in
son Space Center
physics in Arts &
in Houston, with
Sciences, and three
Stadermann among
colleagues were first
those looking on.
at the University
Thousands of
and among the
pieces of comet
first in the world
dust stuck in the
to analyze the
collector, and
microscopic specks,
receiving samples
each of which is 10 Research scientist Frank in early February
times smaller than Stadermann holds
was Stadermann's
comet dust particles.
the width of a
lab. Since then, the
human hair and is
group has been
invisible to the naked eye.
using WUSTL's NanoSIMS
NASA's Stardust probe col
(Secondary [on Mass Spec
lected the specks in 2004 as
trometer), a van-sized instru
part of a seven-year mission
ment, to analyze slices of the
begun in 1999 to capture dust specks. (Stadermann, director
from a comet and interstellar
of the NanoS[MS Laboratory,
space. As the comet "Wild 2"
helped develop and evaluate
sped past at four miles a
the $2 million instrument,

Scientists Study
First Samples of
Stardust

C
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fair, seminars, and Family Science
Days, featuring workshops and
demonstrations to educate and
entertain children and adults.
Symposia focused on some
of the most pressing science
and technology issues of our
time, including climate change,
the threat of bio-terrorism, the
ethics of neuroscience, the
effect of environmental toxins
on child heath, and the need
to identify and nurture young
scientists and engineers.

which can analyze sub-compo
nents 100 times smaller than
the dust particles themselves.)
The group is working in
the physics department's
Laboratory for Space Sciences,
which is affiliated with the
University's McDonnell
Center for Space Sciences.
It is one of some SO labs
worldwide that are analyzi ng
the dust, which is as old as
the solar system. Early results
show that the dust specks
include glassy materials,
crystals, and trace elements.
Also to receive samples in
coming months are Charles
Hohenberg, professor of
physics, who heads a group
that will analyze the particles'
noble gases, and Brigitte
Wopenka, senior research
scientist in earth & planetary
sciences, who will use Raman
spectroscopy to determine the
mineralogical composition
of the stardust.
"As much as eight tons of
space dust falls on Earth every
day, " Stadermann says. "It is
presumed to be mostly comet
debris, but no one knows for
sure because Stardust is the
first mission to bring comet
samples back to Earth."

teams of the Preliminary
Examination Team for
NASA's Stardu st mission.
Leading the "isotopes"
sub-team is Kevin McKeegan,
M.A. '82, Ph.D. '87, professor
of geochemistry at the
University of California in
Los Angeles . This sub-team
includes senior research
SCientist Frank Stadermann's
group, which is using the
NanoS[MS instrument to
analyze dust samples. (See
article at lower left.) This
group includes two alumni
Christine Floss, Ph.D. '91 ,
senior research scientist a t
the University's McDonnell
Center for Space Sciences,
and Ernst Zinner, Ph.D. '72,
resea rch professor of physics
in Arts & Sciences. Also
working on the "isotopes"
sub-team, as well as other
sub-teams, is Rhonda Stroud,
Ph.D. '96, scientist at the
U.S. Naval Research
Laboratory's main campus
in Washington, D.C.
Leading the "organics" sub
team is Scott Sandford, M.A.
'81, Ph.D. '85, who works at
NASA's Ames Research Cente r
at Moffett Field, California.
As part of his responsibilities,
he also helped recover the
capsule, transport it to
Johnson Space Center OSC) in
Houston, and remove samples
in a special clea n room there.
Leading the "bulk com
position" sub-team is George
Flynn, Ph.D. '82, professor of
physics at the State University
of New York in Plattsburgh .
Also working on analyses of
the comet samples are
Yunbin Guan, Ph.D. '98,
scientist at the California
Insti tute of Technology in
Pasadena; Scott Messenger,
Ph .D . '97, scientist in cosmo
chemistry and astrophysics
at JSC; and Larry Nittler,
Ph.D. '96, cosmochemist at
the Carnegie Institution in
Washington, D.C.
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HELPING HANDS

STUDENTS SET PACE

in Honoring Those '
At 4:30 a.m. on Sunday, March 5, 2006, rain was
pouring down onto Francis Field. At that hour, in that
weather, nearly 2,000 people could be found on the track.
Those members of the Washington University community
were close to completing 12 hours of walking as part of
one of the University's biggest student-run events, Relay
For Life®-a fundraiser for the American Cancer Society.
"The chance to help people with cancer-a disease that
can be so crippling-is so powerful," says Frank Bergh,
Engineering Class of '08. "Relay For Life is something that
not only raises money, it raises awareness of the causes and
effects of cancer on people's lives."
Over the last 20 years, Relay has grown into a major
worldwide event with participation by businesses, churches,
colleges and universities, and other schools and groups.
At every event, there are teams, and each team member
must raise a minimum of $100 to participate. During
the event, at least one member of each team has to be
walking at all times.
At Washington University, Relay For Life was held
March 4-5 from 6 p.m. to 6 a.m. In its fourth-consecutive
year, the University had more than 160 teams, with 1,700
participants, who-along with visitors-raised more than
$262,000. This year's effort surpassed last year's, both in
number of participants and money raised. This was no
small feat, since last year's Relay was the No. 1 Collegiate
Relay in the nation. All money raised goes to the American
Cancer Society to fund research-leading to better ways to
prevent, detect, and treat cancer-and the society's educa
tional/awareness programs.
"I hadn't heard of Relay For Life before Stephanie Kash
of the American Cancer Society contacted me," says
Stephanie Kurtzman, director of community service at
the University. "However, after watching a single video
about Relay, I was moved and couldn't help but see the
possibility of what it could be on our campus.
"The American Cancer Society was specifically interested
in Washington University because of its strong ties to
researchers at our medical school," continues Kurtzman.
"However, as with all community service programs, interest
must be driven by the students. We held an information
session in spring 2002, and about 20 people attended. That
was the start of Relay For Life at Washington University-a
few students got engaged, and it has grown from there."

Mike Doris, Business Class
of '06, helps prepare for
the Luminaria Ceremony,
the highlight of Relay For
Life. During the ceremony,
the track is lined with can
dIes in white bags, honor
ing loved ones; then the
field lights are tumed off.
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, .Touched by Cancer
Each year, the Relay For Life Steering Committee leads
the effort. This year's Steering Committee co-chairs, Diana
Black, Arts & Sciences Class of '06, and Matt Zinter, Arts
& Sciences Class of '07, worked with a group of 4S stu
dents on 11 subcommittees to put on Relay.
"Everybody on the Steering Committee is in charge
of a specific aspect of the event," says Dan Lauf, Arts &
Sciences Class of '06. "For example, the subcommittee
I'm on, Logistics, is in charge of making sure everything
at the event follows code, and we are in charge of
behind-the-scenes work, such as getting tents for resting
participants and setting up the stage for the ongoing
entertainment. It's such a dedicated committee, and we
all want to see this event be the best it can be."
What's more, Lauf continues: "We all get along so well,
and we have a great time together. I've met people
through Relay I otherwise would never have known."
Members of the different subcommittees may spend
five to six hours a week on event planning. At the begin
ning of the year, they work tirelessly to recruit volunteers.
By staffing tables in Mallinckrodt and posting fliers over
both the Hilltop and Medical campuses, the members
work to spread their enthusiasm for the event, and to
promote consciousness of issues surrounding cancer
throughout the entire University community.
"During my freshman year, I was very eager to
reach Ollt, and I joined the Recruitment subcommittee,"
says Bergh. "I think raising awareness has been a tremen
dous part of why Relay is so important to me-helping
Relay For Life's Opening Ceremonies conclude with the Survivor's Lap,
where cancer survivors are invited to walk the first lap around the track.
Immediately following the Survivors' Lap, other Relay participants walk.
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keep others mindful that there are people for whom
every day is a struggle."
On the night of the event during Opening
Ceremonies, participants listen to speeches by members
of the University community who have volunteered to
share their stories of how cancer has affected their lives
whether they have lost a family member or friend to
cancer, or whether they are a survivor. The Opening
Ceremonies conclude with a Survivors' Lap, in which
cancer survivors walk the initial lap around the track.
After the Survivors' Lap, all participants are invited
to walk. As hundreds of undergraduate and graduate
students, faculty, staff, and even St. Louis families fill the
track, some team members sell baked goods, scarves, and
massages to participants. Entertainment is offered contin
uously on a corner stage, featuring musical groups and
dance ensembles. Recognizing community support, the
Color Guard from a local urban middle school for at-risk
youth, Lift for Life Academy, was among the groups.
The highlight of the evening, however, is the
Luminaria Ceremony.
"The Luminaria Ceremony takes place at 10 p.m .,"
says Lauf. "We turn off all the lights around the track and
line the entire track with bags-white bags with a candle
inside-that participants have purchased in memory or in
honor of a loved one. Seeing the entire track rimmed with
candles, seeing how many people have been affected by
this disease, is very emotional."
The American Cancer Society has recognized the
achievements of the Washington University's Relay For
Life Steering Committee on both a regional and national
level. While the Steering Committee propels the campus
event, members acknowledge that it is the participation
and collaborative efforts of hundreds at the University
that make it so successful.
"The American Cancer Society has acknowledged that
Washington University is really a leader in running a great
Relay," says Kurtzman. "This event shows the positive
impact college students can have. The event is not just
about the money; it's about a group of people united
toward a common cause, doing something about it,
celebrating each other, honoring each other." M
Paromita De, Arts & Sciences Class of '08, is a writing intern in t he Unive rsi ty'S
Publications Office, She participated in thi s year 's Relay For Life as a member of
the APO team,
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Poetry
Is His

Perfect Expression
Carl Phillips' award-winning writing reflects the com
plexities of being human-being flawed and struggling.
BY KRISTIN TENNANT

P

oet Carl Phillips has always felt a certain magnetic pull to difficult
topics: desire ... loss ... morality ... belief .. . sexuality ... transgression.
But Phillips faces these realities armed with his skills as a writer,
making an art of seeking and wrestling with them. Although the process
can be arduous, the resulting poems and their readers clearly benefit. With
eight published books of poetry and a prestigious collection of awards and
recognitions, Phillips, professor of English and of African and African
American studies, is clearly doing something right.
As critic Carol Muske-Dukes wrote for the Los Angeles Times Book Review,
"Phillips' poems argue for unsparing, inspired examination of that tethered
falcon, the soul." John Palattella of Newsday describes Phillips' 2004 National
Book Award Finalist collection, The Rest ofLove (Farrar, Straus and Giroux), as
" ... the scintillating record of a poet struggling to understand desire and to
find a pattern of understanding within the struggle itself."
Phillips says this willingness to struggle is the central theme not only to
his poetry but his life.
"If I have a mission at all-as a teacher, a poet, a human being-I would
like people to think more openly about what it means to be human, rather
than just falling in line with what's expected," Phillips says. "If I want people
to get any single thought or message from my poetry, it's that it's not only
okay to be flawed and struggling-it just is a fact of a life on Earth."
The inner struggles began early for Phillips, but so did the relief that came
through reading and writing. Not only is he of mixed ethnicity, his father
was in the Air Force so the family moved frequently. Phillips believes these
factors played a significant role in his becoming a writer.
"I think I began to understand, as much as a child can, that a book
is a portable world-something familiar you can return to," says Phillips.
"I also began doing a lot of journaling. I think a child in a family
that moves a lot, and who experiences prejudice, often builds
a rich interior life, which is what I did."

Among Professor Carl Phillips' award-winning collections of poetry are
Cortege (Greywolf Press, 1995), a finalist for both the National Book Critics
Circle Award and the Lambda Literary Award in poetry, and The Tether (Farrar,
Straus and Giroux, 2001), winner of the prestigious Kingsley Tufts Poetry Award.
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"I try to present poems as oppor
tunities to discover something
about yourself and the world, not
as complicated puzzles students
will be lucky to solve."

Phillips' other early love, besides the world of books
and languages, was animals. When Phillips began his
undergraduate studies at Harvard, his only desire was to
be a veterinarian. During his freshman year, however,
Phillips took an ancient Greek course, wedged in between
a slew of pre-med courses. He soon realized it was the
only thing he looked forward to during the week.
Reading the poetry of Sappho for the first time pushed
him over the line. Phillips thought, "Why not major in
Greek and Latin and just get a dog if I like dogs?"
If the leap from pre-med to ancient languages seems
a stretch, Phillips later shifted again, from eight years as
a high school Latin teacher to being a successful poet.
The transition was a natural one for Phillips, who sees
poetry as the perfect expression of emotions people
have been having since the beginning of time .

Open to interpretation
It was as a teenager that Phillips actually began writing
poetry. He says he didn't have a special talent-he was
"just another teenager who wrote poetry as a way to
work through a variety of emotions and struggles."
The same impulse drives him to write now.
"Somehow, as adults, we're made to think we need
to suppress our emotions," he says. "Poetry is an oppor
tunity to question ourselves and the world around us.
I write because I have to."
This weaving together of self, life, and writing is a
great starting ground for getting students excited about
poetry. Poetry tends to scare people away, Phillips says,
because it so often addresses difficult topiCS and isn't
written in conversational prose. For Phillips, as a poet
and teacher, the challenge is to get people to see that
poetry is in part about human emotions-like love,
despair, jealousy, and loss-they can relate to. The chal
lenge for students and readers, he says, is to be willing
to do a bit of work, and to take imaginative leaps.
"One way to help students see that poetry isn't
threatening is by showing them that it's open to a
number of interpretatiOns," Phillips says. "I try to
present poems as opportunities to discover something
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about yourself and the world, not as complicated puzzles
students will be lucky to solve."
Flora Lerenman, Arts & Sciences Class of '06 with a dou
ble major in English and economics and minors in writing,
psychology, and humanities, says before she took Phillips'
African-American Poetry course she saw poetry as a difficult
genre she was "obligated to at least feel a lukewarm apprecia
tion toward." Phillips inspired a different opinion in her.
"Something about poetic conventions and strict meter
rules once struck me as cumbersome and unnecessarily
dogmatic," Lerenman says. "But Professor Phillips helped
me understand how artistically stimulating those restrictions
actually are. Every encounter I have with him spurs my
desire to know and understand the classical world as well as
the everyday current events that color poetry and literature."
For Phillips, teaching and vvriting clearly feed one another.
When he's teaching literature classes, his own poems often
emerge from the process of preparing and knowing another
piece of literature so thoroughly. Teaching the graduate
poetry seminar inspires him to produce, too. This interplay
came across clearly to Keith Newton, a 2005 M.F.A. graduate
now living in Brooklyn, where he works on his own poetry
and as an editor.
"The first thing to say about Carl as a teacher and a
poet is how inseparable those two things are for him,"
Newton says. "Each feeds the other, and he brings to both
his psychological insight and his devotion to the idea that
poetry has real meaning for us-that its meanings are
capable of changing us."

Professor Phillips (right) treats his students as writing peers. He says
he feels an obligation to them to be writing well himself, and to walk
along with them as they find their way as writers together Here, he
meets with graduate students Joe Lennon and Jennifer Lyons.

Freedom within a form

"Last night, the storm was
hours approaching.
Too far, still, to be heard.
Only the sky, when lit
less flashing than
quivering brokenly
(a wing,
not any wing,
a sparrow's )-for a sign.
It seemed exactly the way

I've loved you."
-"Tower Window," The Rest of Love
(Farrar, Straus and Giroux, 2004)

Phillips treats his graduate students as writing
peers, creating a rich and productive environment. He says
he feels an obligation to the students to be writing well
himself, and to walk along with them as they discover and
find their way as writers together.
"The infomlation Carl imparts is never from a source of
fixed, stale, or patronizing 'wisdom,'" says Jessica Baran, a sec
ond-year M.F.A. student. "He treats us as fellow writers, as peers,
who he realizes are struggling with the same issues he is."

While much of the thought process behind his poems is
sparked by reading and teaching, Phillips' actual writing
process emerges organically from his daily life and tasks.
Rather than disciplining himself to write for a certain
amount of time each day, he waits until a phrase or idea
comes, then he sequesters himself for three to six hours
to write through an entire draft of a new poem.
"My best ideas come from very mundane experiences
and moments, like while I'm vacuuming or going to
the market or walking the dogs," Phillips says. "Then I
need concentrated time to write-I find it very difficult
to go back and continue working on a poem the next
day or later."
One issue Phillips is particularly drawn to is the mind
and body in conflict, and how that conflict challenges our
conventional ideas about truth. His fascination with the
natural world and metaphors like birds and animals
emerges from the same source---except in the natural
world, there is no tension between the mind and body.
"I'm drawn to difficulty, which is why I'm drawn to
suffering and restlessness," he says. "I'm also drawn to
write about the body, and how the body's desires can col
lide with societal expectations. Also, how identity---espe
cially sexuality, race, and gender-affects how we conduct
our bodies and how we're expected or allowed to."
In his new book, Riding Westward (Farrar, Straus and
Giroux, April 2006), Phillips moves away from themes
focusing on reconciling ideas of love, the mind, and
the body, and he explores what happens when there
are no moral guideposts-a difficult, frightening,
yet fascinating look at "rules," why we need them
and who gets to decide them.
As for poetry, there aren't rules so much
as freedom within a form-both of which
Phillips seems to fully embrace and thrive
under. His awards include election into the
American Academy of Arts and SCiences, a
Guggenheim Fellowship, two Pushcart
Prizes, and an Award in Literature from
the American Academy of Arts and
Letters. Yet Phillips embodies a true sense of
humility and even surprise at his success as a poet,
referring to his writing career as a "lifelong apprentice
ship." It's difficult, he says, for him to measure success
as a poet in any of the usual ways.
"I'm still always a bit surprised to find myself where I
am, writing and teaching poetry for a living," Phillips says.
"The teaching and the writing both just come from a
desire to share something, to express something about the
world. Either way, I'm really only trying to help people ask
difficult questions." ~
Kristin Tennant

IS

a free-lan ce w riter based in Urbana. Illinois.
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Cali ornia's
Delta Blues

;

Assistant Professor Jane Wolff (left) is an authority on the challenges posed by land use in the California
Delta, where the Sacramento and San Joaquin rivers meet. (Below left) Overdevelopment on floodplains
is a major problem in the region.

Some say the California Delta is destined for Katrina-style
flooding along its massive but antiquated system of levees,
and Washington University's Jane Wolff, assistant professor
of architecture, is among those fearing the worst.

By

GRETCHEN LEE

ne hot, dry summer morning in June 2004, a small section of dirt
levee broke at Jones Tract, an island in the California Delta where
the powerful San Joaquin and Sacramento rivers meet. In a few
short hours, 12,000 acres of fertile farmland lay completely sub
merged in 10 feet of water. Fields of corn, tomatoes, wheat, and
other crops were in ruin, and nearly 300 people were scrambling
for higher ground. That no one was killed is a minor miracle.
Now, spurred by population growth in nearby Sacramento and San
Francisco, developers want to build new houses on the floodplains of the
Delta-including 11,000 homes on Stewart Tract, which, like Jones Tract in
2004, was under 10 feet of water in 1997; 16,000 homes for the Mountain
House development; and additional numbers for Stockton, which is one of
California's fastest-growing communities.
"That's just madness," says Jane Wolff, assistant professor of architecture at
the University's Sam Fox School of Design & Visual Arts. "The wonder is not
that the levee failed,"it's that more levees don't fail more often."
Experts like Wolff worry that the next time a levee breaks in the California
Delta the human cost will be much higher. By publishing Delta Primer: A Field
Guide to the Califomia Delta in 2003, Wolff joined a small, impassioned cadre
of scholars, environmentalists, public officials, farmers, and citizens who had
been quietly sounding the alarm about a looming disaster for years. But, until
recently, it had been difficult to generate much public interest in the problem.
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Then came last year's deadly flood
in New Orleans-the result of several
levee failures along Lake Pontchartrain
in the aftermath of Hurricane Katrina .
"If there's anything good to come from
Katrina, it's that it has raised conscious
ness," says Wolff.
"In the California Delta, a bunch
of issues are bundled up together," she
continues. "One is that the levee sys
tem is old and fragil e. The other is that
it's protecting a multitude of things: It's
protecting the environment, very pro
ductive farmland, more and more sub
urban housing-and it's also protecting
the water supply to Los Angeles."
Something big, like a major earthquake along the nearby
San Andreas or Hayward faults, could cause the many
earthen levees protecting the islands of the Delta to liquefy
and fail. Or something small, like a beaver burrowing
unnoticed, could compromise the levee structure from
underneath. A substantial breach could cause the area to
be infiltrated with saltwater from the nearby San Francisco
Bay, which would not only render the fields of the Delta
inhospitable but also contaminate any water exported from
the area. Approximately 23 million people get a substantial
part of their water from the Delta.
Though even a single breach could prove costly-the
damage from the Jones Tract flood cost the state hundreds
of thousands of dollars-shoring up the entire levee system
could cost as much as $4 billion.

3 ~ ~'LES

Shaping the Delta
Currently, about 1,100 miles of levee exist to protect
60 islands in the once-marshy land at the crux of the
San Joaquin and Sacramento rivers. The area was domes
ticated in the 1850s as early settlers began farming on
land they had reclaimed there.
"When they began to cultivate the region, the peat
began to oxidize," Wolff explains, "so the land began to
sink. At the same time, the levee system built to protect
th e islands was causing the water in the rivers to rise,
which meant they had to make the levees higher."
Still, the farmers persisted, successfully manipulating
the environment to grow such things as asparagus,
sugar beets, pears, and hay on a commercial sca le in
fields that are now 20 feet below sea level.
Beginning in 1951, large amounts of water were
taken from the Delta to irrigate California's fertile
Central Valley. Later, a huge aqueduct was built to
transport water thousands of miles to Los Angeles and
San Diego.
In the early 1990s, Senator Patrick Johnston managed
to create sufficient consensus among various interests to
ensure the passage of the Delta Protection Act of 1992.
Among other things, the Delta Protection Act divided
the regi on into a primary zone, where development is
restricted, and a secondary zone, where some develop
ment is allowed .
"He was quoted as saying: 'We've drawn a line in the
peat/" recalls Margit Aramburu, the now-retired director
of the Delta Protection Commission. But, in an obvious
concession to politics, the lines
that were drawn around the sec
ondary zone included land at the
edges of burgeoning cities like
Stockton and Sacramento, where
residential developments had
already been proposed.
"If you look at the geography,
you'd say these areas were in the
primary zone," Wolff says. "It's the
reality of political compromise."

With nearby cities sprawling, suburbs
increasingly replace farmland on the
floodplains of the California Delta.
18
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Accepting a teaching position at Washington University
was a means of coming home for Wolff, who grew up
in Clayton, Missouri, just about a block from the
University's South 40. Her mother, who still lives in
St. Louis, attended the Washington University School of
Law. Her father is a physician who practiced at nearby
Barnes and Jewish hospitals.
Trained as a landscape designer, Wolff worked for
several years in San Francisco and also spent some time
in the Netherlands, where she studied the history of
land reclamation.
The first time she visited the California Delta, Wolff
recalls, "I had this funny feeling because it was just like
something I knew really well, which was the western part
of the Netherlands. And yet it was totally different.
"The Delta is right in the middle of all of these forces
that are shaping California-agriculture, the passion for
development, environmental politics, and what appears to
be an endless demand for water," she says. "And, what really
knocked me out is that even though it's at the center of
California's economy and ecology, most people in the state
didn't even know about it-had no idea that it existed."
On subsequent trips to the Delta, Wolff met often
with Aramburu and began to collect ideas and stories for
what eventually would become the Delta Primer: A Field
Guide to the Califomia Delta.

"If you stood in the middle
of one of the islands in the
Sacramento-San Joaquin
Delta, where the Great
Central Valley of California
drains into San Francisco
Bay, you might not know
that you were twenty feet
below sea level. You might
not realize that the rational
agricultural geometry
around you ended abruptly
at the meandering river on the island's edge. You might
not understand that the ditches running through the fields
were dug for drainage rather than irrigation. You might
not think that there was anything strange about the Delta
until you saw an ocean-going freighter cruise by in the dis
tance, eighty miles from the Golden Gate and fifteen feet
above your head. If you climbed to the top of the levee
that separates the island from the river, though, you
would see land and water together, and then you might
wonder how the landscape became such a paradox."
(Delta Primer, pg. 37)

"Most of the people I saw [at the Delta Protection
Commission] were either local landowners, business
owners, or other government employees," Aramburu
recalls. "Every once in a while, a bright light would come
into my life-someone who was interested in the history
and the beauty of the environment. Jane was one of
those people. She came as an academic, but also as an
artist and a designer."

Offering information
Wolff says she created Delta Primer as a means of further
ing the conversation about what should happen in the
region. Through photographs, drawings, maps, and text,
it offers an inventory of the region using an unusual
structure-the book is organized as a deck of playing
cards with four "suits" of 13 "cards," each offering a
different nugget of information.
"I've always loved old maps," explains Wolff. "As I was
looking at a book of old maps, I came across an example
from the 17th century where a deck of cards represented
the 52 counties of England and Wales as the 52 face cards.
I thought, 'Oh, that's so brilliant, because a map is the
lowest common denominator of spatial description, and a
deck of cards is the lowest common denominator for the
ranking of things of relative value,'" she says. "It seemed
like both of those devices were very useful in trying to
explain a landscape whose geography was complicated
and that served a wide range of purposes, not all of which
could probably be accommodated at the same level."
The paradox of Wolff's Primer is that it doesn't make
any particular design recommendations for the Delta.
"There's so much at stake for so many people,"
Wolff explains. Consequently, the book is not so much a
prescription for change as a lexicon for simply under
standing the issues.
"That's also what [ try to do in school," says Wolff, li to
introduce a set of terms that are common to the students
I'm working with, and then to figure out how we can all
use those terms to move the discussion forward ."
It's an approach familiar to Nicole Ostrander, an archi
tecture graduate student who has taken several courses
with Wolff and who has also served as a teaching assistant
to Wolff's introductory site planning class.
"She had us read primary sources as opposed to read
ing a critique," recalls Ostrander. "When you're reading
the actual documents, you're able to evaluate the authors'
points of view and what they're presenting, as opposed
to seeing it through someone else's eyes."
All of this is not to say that Wolff herself has no opin
ion on what should happen next in the Delta.
"What's best for the Delta as a region, I think, is
probably to try to limit development, set a limit for water
exports, shore up the infrastructure, and take it on as a
piece of public infrastructure in a way that accommodates
public interests and private uses," she says. "1 think you
could say that the Delta's problems all stem from a deci
sion 150 years ago to make a clear boundary between wet
and dry in a region that was characterized by tlux."
With change the only constant, those who live near
and love the California Delta are slowly waking up to the
fact that what is now may not always be. ~
Gretch en Lee. A.B. '86, is a free-lance writer based in San FranCISCo.
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Around the Globe
By Betsy Rogers

The School of Social Work partners
with Columbia University and the
Open Society Institute to educate
students from Central Asia, so they can
help build the policy and socia l service
infrastructure their homelands need.

T

he scene is Thanksgiving dinner at
the home of Gautam N. Yadama,
associate professor at the George
Warren Brown School of Social Work.
Yadama and his wife, Shanta Pandey,
also associate professor of social work, have
invited 16 international students from
Central Asia, the Caucasus, and Mongolia
for a traditional turkey dinner. Afterward,
the students play the piano and join in
songs from distant lands-Azerbaijan,
Uzbekistan, Georgia, Kyrgystan.
The scene exudes conviviality and
warmth. Less visible but much more
significant is the powerful purpose
binding this group together, which
will shape not only their own future
but the future of their nations.
These international students,
predicts Shanti Khinduka, former
School of Social Work dean and
now the George Warren Brown
Distinguished University
Professor, will be "the movers
and shakers of social develop
ment ... a voice to reckon
with in that part of the world."
This select group of young men
and women are Open Society Institute
Fellows. Their mission is to acquire a top
level social work education and return to
their countries to develop, in some cases

from scratch, a social service infrastructure
to address the daunting human needs
pervading their post-Soviet states.
Part of the Soros Foundation Network,
the Open Society Institute (OSI) seeks to
promote democratic governance, human
rights, and reform. It has developed a
strong presence in former Soviet republics
and supports many initiatives there.
"When these countries emerged as
independent, sovereign nations out of the
Soviet mold," Yadama observes, "suddenly
they were faced with real tectonic shifts
in their societies. They had to re-invent
themselves." Preoccupied with setting up
private market economies and creating
new governments, he notes, they left
human problems unaddressed.
"People were suddenly left to them
selves," he says. "Consequences for the
ordinary citizen were terrible. Great social
problems began to emerge." Major unem
ployment, epidemic disease with no health
services to combat it, increasing drug and
substance abuse, family dislocation, domes
tic violence, and neglected and abandoned
children are among these problems.
Nor did the challenges stop there. In
these countries where the state had been
all-powerful, nongovernmental organiza
tions (NGOs) had no place. "There were
no agenCies delivering social services,"
Yadama explains.
"Capacity building" is a term Yadama
returns to again and again. Though in 1999
the OSI originally envisioned the fellowship
program as a means to train social workers
and return them to Asia, "we proposed that
we should do something much greater,"
he says. "The sustainability of a program
like this hinges both on what we do with
the students here and on the kind of infra
structure that we might develop back in
these countries."

Gautam N. Yadama (left), associate professor of social work, helps select and advise eight new
social work students from Central Asia, the Caucasus, and Mongolia each year. These students
come to the University for a top-level education in order to address the daunting human needs
pervading their post-Soviet states.
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IIhom Akobirshoev, M5. W '05,
is a national program officer
for the Swedish International
Development Cooperation
Agency in Dushanbe, Tajikistan.
He supervises the social sector,
which includes health, educa
tion, and social protection.

Maria Stefurak, MS W '03,
is a media and information
specialist with the U.S.
Agency for International
Development's Office of
Democracy and Conflict
Mitigation in Kazakhstan.
22

W ASH IN GT O N UNIVERSITY IN ST . LO U I S

I

-;

SU MM ER 20 06

Thus from the beginning
Yadama and his counterparts
at Columbia University-the
only other social work school
OSI chose for this program
have networked assiduously
with NGOs, various nations'
development agencies, the
World Bank, United Nations
organizations, and local com
muni ty groups to identify
need s and opportunities.
Yadama continually asks:
"What can we do to partner
with OSI in building infra
structure for social develop
ment and social work?"
Immediately obvious was
an urgent need for social
work education . Social work
as a profession simply did not exist in these countries.
But the OSI alumni are beginning to fill that gap. In
Mongolia, for instance, Erdenehcimeg Tserendorj, M.S.W.
'02, is director of the Social Work Education Developmen t
Program, funded by OSl's Higher Education Support
Program (HESP). She also is coordinator for the new
Social Work Information and Resource Center.
She and other OSI alumni work with faculties at 10
Mongolian universities, helping develop an undergradu
ate SOCial work curriculum . She, together with Oyut
Erdene Namdaldagva (2002 OSI alumna from Columbia
University), has initiated an annual research forum for
Mongolian social work faculties, students, and practition
ers. Through HESP, she offers social work summer courses
to university faculty, and she teaches master's-Ievel courses
at the Mongolian University for Science and Technology.
"You might be surprised that a person \-vUh an
M.S.W. teaches M.S.W. courses," she notes. "But
because we do not have a single person with a
Ph.D. in social work, we do teach in Mongolia."
Tserendorj also wears another hat, serving
as a community mobilization team leader
with the World Bank's Sustainable Livelihood
Program of Mongolia. Working with 148
co mmunities in eight provinces, the program
staff members are designing projects to build
community development ca pacity.
llhom Akobirshoev, M.S.W. 'OS, now national
program officer with the Swedish International
Development Cooperation Agency (SIDA) in
Tajikistan, is also working on community
mobilization. He supervises the social sector,
which includes health , ed ucation, and social
protection. For in stance, h e is training social
workers to make assessments and referrals in a
project to de-institutionalize children. (When economic
pressures mounted on families, many children were
sent to state orphanages.)
SIDA also operates a program called the Aga Khan
Project. "It establishes village organizations in rural
areas," Akobirshoev explains, "where the population

i
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Overall, the OSI alumni are engaged in an astonish
ing variety of initiatives, from health and economic
development to disaster management, from legal
assistance to protecting children, the environment,
and the free flow of information.
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pools resources and implements projects
that benefit the community," from roads
to clinics to micro-lending.
OS1 alumni are engaged across the
social welfare landscape. Marina Ushveridze,
M.S.W. '03, is country coordinator for the
Children's Tolerance Education Project, a
program of Save the Children-Georgia. She develops
children's television shows, school activities, and teacher
training to promote cont1ict resolution, negotiation,
problem-solving, and good citizenship among children
in Georgia, Armenia, and Azerbaijan.
"During the past century," she explains, "the people
of the South Caucasus have endured debilitating cont1icts
and turmoil. These connicts, combined with residual
problems from the Soviet era, have created societies marked
by a lack of tolerance, cooperation, trust, and willingness
to compromise. The citizenry of the South Caucasus needs
to develop the values that form the basis for a peaceful,
democratic, and pluralist society."
Like Tserendorj, Ushveridze is committed to developing
her profession. She founded and chairs the Georgian
Association of Social Workers, the nation's first. The asso
ciation organizes conferences and consults with local
social service providers. It is developing a professional
ethics code, establishing an undergraduate social work pro
gram at Tbilisi State University, and designing a certificate
course for local practitioners.
"The need for development of the profession is very
high in Georgia," Ushveridze says. The country desperately
needs expertise on the ground to deliver social services
fully SO percent of the population lives on $2 a day or less.
Fariz Ismailzade, M.S.W. '02, is also contributing to the
profession, teaching two social work courses at Western
University, Baku, Azerbaijan. In his "day job," Ismailzade
is director of political programs at Baku's International
Republican Institute, training and working with local
NGOs, political parties, and student groups to strengthen
them and foster civic activism.
True to his commitment, he hopes eventually to run for
parliament. Meanwhile, he writes prolifically. His op-eds
have appeared in quarterly journals and online
media, including Eurasianet, the Eurasia
Daily Monitor, and the Johns Hopkins
University's Central Asia-Caucasus Analyst.
Maria Stefurak, M.S.W. '03, is channel
ing her own efforts to share news and
information within these formerly
secretive countries. As media and infor
mation speCialist with the U.S. Agency
for International Development's Office
of Democracy and Cont1ict Mitigation in
Kazakhstan, Stefurak works to develop
media there and in Kyrgystan, Tajikistan,
and Uzbekistan.

Guzal Kamalova (red shirt), M5. W '03, is a
national child protection officer with UNICEF
in Tashkent, Uzbekistan.

"We are serving local journalists who want to improve
their journalism skills, media law advocates who are
working toward media policy reform, and broadcast
managers who are trying to make TV and radio stations
sustainable and popular," she explains. But the chief
beneficiaries, she believes, "are the citizens of Central
Asian republics who need pluralistic information to be
engaged in democratic processes in their home countries."
The rights and well-being of children are the focus for
Guzal Kamalova, M.S.W. '03, national child protection
officer with UNICEF in Uzbekistan. "With others at
UNICEF, I am working on the development of poliCies
and programs for children in state institutions, children
with disabilities, children in cont1ict with the law, and
children Jiving and working on the streets," she explains.
Though she works at the policy level helping to draft
new laws, Kamalova seeks out opportunities to visit
orphanages, state boarding schools, and neighborhoods
to listen to these vulnerable children. "I have a strong
desire to make real change in the lives of those children
who need our special protection," she says.
Overall, the OS1 alumni are engaged in an astonishing
variety of initiatives, from health and economic develop
ment to disaster management, from legal assistance to
protecting children, the environment, and the free now
of information. Gulnara Ismankulova, M.S.W. '02, also
is a good example; she heads the World Health
Organization's country office for Kazakhstan.
Yadama is thrilled with his former stu
dents' impact in their homelands. He sees
the "George Warren Brown School of Social
Work stamp" in many places.

Fariz Ismailzade (far left), M5. W '02, is director of political programs
at Baku's International Republican Institute, fostering civic activism in
Azerbaijan. Marina Ushveridze (center), M5. W '03, is country coor
dinator for the Children's Tolerance Education Project, a program of
oSave the Children-Georgia. In Mongolia, Erdenehcimeg Tserendorj (right),
M5. W '02, is director of the Social Work Education Development
Program, and she serves as a community mobilization team leader
~
with the World Bank's Sustainable Livelihood Program
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"OSI alumni think in very expansive and innovative
ways," he observes. "Rather than merely doing good work,
they are doing good work that is systematic-that builds
the capacity of community and state systems."
aS! Fellows are chosen from a highly competitive
process. Almost 500 candidates applied for the 2005-06
year. Yadama and Brian Legate, the social work school's
admissions director, along with their counterparts from
Columbia, meet in New York every November to reduce
the number to about a dozen each from Azerbaijan,
Georgia, Kazakhstan, Kyrgystan, Mongolia, Tajikistan, and
Uzbekistan. In the winter they interview candidates in each
country. In March they reconvene in New York for final
selection of two students from each country and two at
large. "It is a tough task," Yadama acknowledges.
At Washington University, the students pursue the
standard M.S.W. program, choosing among five concentra
tions-children, youth, and families; mental health; health;
gerontology; and social and economic development. Many
OSI Fellows, Yadama says, choose the last, "because they
see that the root of many of these problems is in economic
transition, and they want to learn more about what is
happening and how they can address these problems."
Some choose different concentrations. Zarina
Mammadova, M.S.W. '06, chose mental health. With an
undergraduate psychology degree, she plans to provide
direct client counseling in her native Azerbaijan.
Mammadova readily admits there were challenges
when she first arrived in St. Louis. "In the beginning, it
was difficult," she says. "The country is different, and the
education is different, with lots of writing assignments in
a second language, for example."
Yadama acknowledges all these adjustments and other
issues the School must face. He says helping newly arrived
students see the relevance of this American education
for post-Soviet conditions requires consistent effort and
imagination from him and other faculty. But as the OSI
Fellows study the breadth of social work and realize its
impact, they begin to appreciate its potential for their
struggling nations.
Mammadova sees the implications for Azerbaijan.
"Social work has been developing for a long period in the
U.S.," she observes, "and has answers to questions like
methods for treating depression or substance abuse." These
answers, she believes, can help people in her country,
where years of territorial conflict with Armenia (there
are about 800,000 internally displaced persons) and the
collapse of human services formerly provided by the state
have inflicted profound trauma.
The research enterprise Mammadova has come to value so
deeply is part of the capacity that Yadama hopes to build in
Central Asia anel the Caucasus. "If we are to be about social
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change, bringing about transformation in the lives of the
poor, we not only have to train people in the region,
but we also have to do good research that informs this
training," he argues.
"Social work is not charity. It is a scientifically based
enterprise; therefore, we need to build up educational and
research endeavors. I think once governments and univer
sities really begin to do serious analytical work and serious
professional training, then we will have moved a step closer
to building the policy and social service infrastructure
these countries need."
That Washington University should be engaged in
this transformative endeavor on the far side of the globe
does not surprise Yadama. He believes the OSI initially
approached the George Warren Brown School not only
because of its top ranking but because the School, more
than other social work institutiOns, is known for its global
focus. "This is a natural for us," he says.
Former Dean Khinduka agrees. When OSI first
contacted him in 1999, he grasped immediately the
congruence between OSI's intentions and the School's
international involvement. Though the program presented
a major financial challenge-the OSI wanted the School
of Social Work to absorb half the tuition costs-Khinduka
agreed. "I believed it was the right thing to do," he recalls.
He has not been disappointed. "It's one of the best
things that has happened to this school," Khinduka says.
"The students have a range of experience that would be
the envy of any program. Many have worked for the U.N.
or nongovernmental organizations. Their contributions to
class discussion are wonderful for our American students.
They have very questioning minds. Some of the most
penetrating questions come from them." He marvels at
the energy they bring to the classroom.
And, he adds, "they are resolved to make a difference.
They will fight for human rights."
When the OSI Fellows gather for turkey and trimmings
at the Yadama house, one reason for thanksgiving is the
opportunity the fellowships give both them and the
School. The alumni feel this gratitude deeply. "The Open
Society Institute Fellowship had a great impact on my life,
transforming me into a more engaged citizen," says
Stefurak. "It broadened my horizons to think about roots
and causes of social issues and how to resolve them."
Ismailzade also appreciates the tools he acquired. "I
learned how to do surveys, how to do research, how to
develop programs, how to assess and evaluate programs,
how to work with media, how to write proposals," he says.
"[ use these skills every day in my work and personal life."
"It was," Kamalova agrees simply, "one of the best
experiences of my life." ~
Betsy Rog ers is a free -l ance w riter based in Be llevill e, Illi nois
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KNOCKED OVER,

BUT NOT OUT
New Orleans residents Jarvis DeBerry (below) and Oscar Donahue
(page 27), both English majors, survived Hurricane Katrina, yet
their stories provide a glimpse of a permanent watermark.
BY C.B . ADAMS
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o borrow a title from a Raymond
Carver short story, the aftermath of
Hurricane Katrina left "so much water
so close to home " in New Orleans
and other Gulf Coast communities.
In the months since the storm, the maelstrom of
controversy concerning how the local, state, and
federal government did-or did not-come to the
aid of these communities has threatened to dwarf the
very real, very human consequences of this disaster.
For two Washington University graduates, Katrina
has irrevocably altered the paths of their lives-and
changed the nature of their work .
JarviS DeBerry, A.B . '97, and Oscar Donahue III,
A.B. '78, both English majors and both residents of
New Orleans pre-Katrina, do not know each other.
DeBerry is an editorial writer and columnist for The
Times-Picayune. Donahue (see page 27) designs and
sells artwork jewelry through his company, Oscar's
Originals of New Orleans. Yet, the hurricane has forced
each of them to forge a new and different relationship
with the city that has become not-so-easy to live in.

Finding a voice
DeBerry's path took him from his hometown of Holly
Springs, MisSissippi, to four yea rs at Washington
University. He wrote features for Student Life, worked
at his hometown newspaper during breaks, and was
an intern at the St. Louis Post-Dispatch. His senior year,
he applied for an internship at The Times-Picayune
Jarvis DeBerry IS a columnist for The Times
Picayune in New Orleans. On page 25, he
stands in front of his home, which was
damaged by Hurricane Katrina.

for what he terms were " ... very nonprofessional
reasons ." He was dating a woman who was going
to school in New Orleans.
"The relationship did not work out, but
fortunately the job did . I really landed at the right
place," DeBerry says.
After a few months , the internship turned into
a full-time position, first as a reporter on the police
beat in the newspaper's River Parishes Bureau in
LaPlace, then covering crime and courts in the
St. Tammany Parish Bureau.
A 1998 guest commentary on National Public Radio
by writer and storyteller Lorraine Johnson-Coleman
prompted DeBerry to begin writing from a more per
sonal perspective. The commentary focused on the
decision by Meniam-Webster dictionary editors to
continue to include a definition of "nigger." It triggered
in DeBerry a memory. He wondered whether the
newspaper's editors would allow him to write about
the issue. The answer was "yes."
"I recounted an episode when I was seven and
a small group of young white boys about my age
called me nigger and how I ran back home in tears
and felt all the hurt that was communicated in that
word. I knew it was meant to hurt, yet I still didn't
think it should be removed from the dictionary,"
DeBerry says.
The piece was well-received by the newspaper's
editors, but DeBerry did not feel compelled to write
another piece for another six months. As the Martin
Luther King, Jr. holida y approached, DeBerry pon
dered how the civil rights leader was being remem
bered-or perhaps mis-remembered .
"I wrote about how I was going to try and spend
the holiday without hearing the 'I Have a Dream'
speech, my least favorite Martin Luther King speech
because it has been overly simplified," DeBerry says.

Like Jarvis DeBerry, Oscar Donahue
survived Hurricane Katrina and emerged
from the other side of the storm a
changed man. He also gauges his life pre- and
post-Katrina .
Pre-Katrina, Donahue was a colorful fixture
at the New Orleans French Market, an upscale,
sophisticated flea market where he had a kiosk and
sold his wearable art. Donahue began his business,
Oscar's Originals, in 1989. He created the business
as a way to fulfill his artistic craving while still
making a living.
"I make the jewelry from a metallic resin. I chose
this medium because I saw someone doing a poor

job with this material.
It was like 'Eureka!'
1haven't looked back
since. 1am blessed
that 1am able to be
so creative and
survive," he says.
Since then, he has been a
regular exhibitor at the Jazz and Heritage
Foundation and the Essence Fest. He estimates
he has sold more than 250,000 of his handmade
pins to people from around the globe.
"I was open seven days a week and had pretty
much of a cult following of my work. 1was very
continued on page 28

Raising a voice
In the fall of 1999, DeBerry was asked to be a full-time
editorial writer, a task usually reserved for reporters
with more years of experience.
"l have had this quite unusual career arc in that I
became an editorial writer really, really fast. That's not
a boast. There are many unusual aspects to The Times
Picayune's editorial page. All of us are much younger
and more racially diverse than [those on] the average
editorial page," he says.
In addition to writing editorials on the newspaper's
established positions on issues of the day, DeBerry

began writing personal columns. His topics ranged from
the crush he has for tennis star Serena Williams to the
significance of Do Your Thing by Isaac Hayes, what it
means to have one's "nose open," and a criticism of
Baby Mama, the song by American Idol winner Fantasia
Barrino, which generated the most responses-both
positive and negative-of any of his columns.
In a move that now seems prophetic, just before
Hurricane Katrina, DeBerry had begun work on a series
of columns about people who were intimate observers of
New Orleans' homicide epidemic. He completed only
two before the storm-one about a pastor eulogizing a
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Artful Response continued f rom page 27
fortunate that people really loved what I did, "
Donahue says.
Like many others, Donah ue f led New Orl eans t o
avo id the hurricane. He drove t o Newnan, Georg ia,
to stay with his parents.
Donahue's home was located in th e Gent illy area,
one of the most devastated areas of New Orleans.
Yet, his house was one of on ly 5 percent t hat sur
vived t he storm . Unfortunately, w it hin t wo months,
it was uninhabitable.
" My house experienced onl y minor damage
from the storm, but I had to abandon it because of
monster termites. I t hought I had gotten away w ith
it only to have my house go under from termites.
Talk about a kick in th e stomach," Donahue says.
For the first several months after t he hu rrica ne,
he cont inued to make a living by se ll ing his jewelry
from his Web site (www.oscarofneworleans.com)
w hile staying in Newnan . He created fo ur Katrina
tribute pieces that have been popu lar se llers and
a w hi msica l new "FEMA" pin, poking fun at t he
11,000 wasted trai lers in Arkansas. By February,
Donah ue had re-opened his bus in ess on weekends
on ly, but he does not plan to move back to New
Orleans, although he makes reg ul ar visits.
Because t he French Quarter did not sust ain any
damage, he says, it 's possib le to stay in that area
and have the illusion that th in gs are normal.
" If I stay in the French Quarter, I ca n foo l myse lf
that everything is okay. Then I go into t he city and
see the devastation, " he says. " I don't bel ieve I can
go back and live t here because I'm an emotiona l
and sensitive artist, and I channel all that sadness
and get depressed. It 's gut-wrench ing ."
Donahu e has changed more t han his address
since the hurricane. He has decided t o maintai n his
jewelry business wh ile pursuing an old love: paint
ing . He wants to take his artwork t o a different level
and reflect, at least in part, t he impact of Katrina .
" My real love is t o take t he brush and canvas and
do t he traditiona l t hing . I wa nt to do so me paint
ings to reflect my innermost feel in gs about Katrina.
I don't want to do anything that is sad, but I do
want to do someth ing that will make people think,"
he says. [a'J

30-year-old mother and her 7-year-old daughter who
were murdered in their home, the other about a
mortician who patches up the dead for their funerals .
DeBerry's experiences before, during, and after
Katrina could fill many pages and are worthy of a film
adaptation. He weathered the storm at The Times
Picayune office. He fled New Orleans a day later with
27 other reporters, staff members, employees, and
their families by riding in the back of one of the news
paper's delivery trucks. All told, 12 Times-Picayune trucks
carried away approximately 250 people. DeBerry worked
28
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liMy writing
post-Katrina
has become
much more
serious. There
is no shortage
of topics. I tell people that even before
the storm everybody in New Orleans had
a story, but now everybody has a story
that is compelling."

from a makeshift office in Baton Rouge before return
ing to New Orleans in early October. His home was
flooded with eight feet of water and ruined from
moisture and mold. His Toyota truck drowned in the
newspaper's parking lot. He did manage to salvage a
box of photographs.
The first three days after the storm, the newspaper
published only internet editions. The Friday after
the storm marked the first post-Katrina printed edition
of the newspaper. That Sunday, DeBerry was the
primary writer for an editorial with the headline
"Dear Mr. President." It marked a definitive change
in the nature of his writing.
"It allowed me to get out a lot of anger. It ushered
in this real fighting spirit. None of us ever imagined
that we would be writing and defending our very
right to exist. We became the voice for New Orleans,"
DeBerry says.
DeBerry has become a key contributor to this
collective voice. His columns have ranged from
harrowing to pOignant to a call to arms. The head
lines, such as "Chorus of Doubters Won 't Drown Us
Out "Too Bad Our Levees Get No Dam Respect,"
"M;il Slow, Insurers Grudging-If You're Lucky, " and
"When Life's Haven Turns Deathtrap," exemplify the
change in his writing brought about by the storm .
"My writing post-Katrina has become much more
serious. There is no shortage of topiCS. I tell people
that even before the storm everybody in New Orleans
had a story, but now everybody has a story that is
compelling. What has changed the most is that
everything is still about Katrina. Nothing is really
happening in New Orleans that doesn't have every
thing to do with the hurricane," he says.
And that is why DeBerry envisions his writing will
continue to bear the watermark of Hurricane Katrina
for a long time to come.
/I

C8 . Adams is a free-lance writer based in
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ENRICHING

THE LIVES
OF OLDER

PEOPLE

As executive director of the
AARP Foundation, alumna
Robin Talbert leads the
nationwide effort to assist
seniors with financial, legal,
and healthy lifestyle issues.
By Candace O'Connor

R

Previous page. Robin Talbert, J.D. '80, is the executive
director of the AARP Foundation, the charitable arm of
the AARP The foundation's many programs address a
range of issues faced by older Americans. their need to
re-enter the job market, make sense of complex benefit
programs, stay in their own homes, deal with grief and
loss, make healthy lifestyle decisions, and find affordable
legal help, for example.

MRP'

~ The power to make it beNer. 

obin Talbert, new
executive director
of the AARP
Foundation,
traveled recently to the Gulf
Coast to see the hurricane
devastation and take a first
hand look at relief efforts
that her organization had
funded . The charitable arm
of the AARp, the AARP
Foundation had worked
quickly to bring hope to
older victims in that area,
dispensing some $300,000
in emergency aid. Further,
they chose 17 agencies, out
of 65 applicants, to receive
$1.3 million in grants for
longer-term health, housing,
and legal assistance.
In New Orleans, Talbert,
J.D. '80, toured a vacant
senior citizen high-rise
where the foundation was supporting the Volunteers
of America in their work with displaced residents.
Downstairs, she was horrified by "the vastness of the
destruction," she says; even in the upstairs apartments
still fully furnished-she could see just how suddenly
residents had left. "It was as if time had stood still,"
she adds, marveling.
Next, in Baton Rouge, she met a husband and wife,
retired schoolteachers, who had fled New Orleans and
Hurricane Katrina, thinking they would be away only
a few days. Unable to go home for months, and finding
they could not afford the steep cost of their medications·,
they were grateful for the free pharmacy program supported
by AARP Foundation funds . (*Their health insurance
premiums had become unaffordable because of the near
obliteration of the New Orleans school system.)
"They were so relieved to be getting that support,"
says Talbert. "Everyone we talked with had a veneer of
normalcy, but underneath there was emotional despair.
You could see it in their faces, hear it in their voices.
One of the most rewarding things I've ever done was to
have some impact on the enormous need in that area,
which will be there for years to come."
Although the AARP Foundation does not usually focus
on disaster relief, it got involved particularly because of
this "enormous need." Otherwise, its many programs
address a range of issues faced by older Americans: their
need to re-enter the job market, make sense of complex
benefit programs, stay in their own homes, deal with
grief and loss, find affordable legal help. Altogether, the
foundation serves some two million people annually with a
staff of 200 and an annual budget of more than $140 mil
lion, funded by the AARP, grants, and private contributions.

"A lot of our work falls into the category
"A lot of our work falls into the category of financial
security, helping older people-particularly those at social
or economic risk-acquire and maintain the assets they
need for a secure second half of life," says Talbert, who has
spent nearly 18 years with AARP in a series of leading
roles. "We have, for example, a free tax preparation pro
gram that has returned well over $100 million annually
to folks who qualify for earned income tax credits."
The foundation also plays a major role in litigating on
behalf of older adults, especially in the sophisticated and
growing area of consumer fraud . In her job, Talbert's own
law degree has come in handy, as she grapples with legal
and accounting issues that arise in delineating the respec
tive roles of the foundation, established in 1961, and the 36
million-member AARP. [The AARP Foundation, as a 501(c)(3)
organization, can receive federal funds and tax-deductible
contributions, while AARP is a 501(c)(4) that serves its
members through information, education, and advocacy.]

of financial security, helping older
people-particularly those at social or
economic risk- acquire and maintain
the assets they need for a secure second
half of life. "

S

he grew up far from her current Washington, D.C.,
office in the hills of North Carolina and the small
town of Cliffside, where her mother was a school
teacher and her father worked in a cotton mill. A
graduate of the University of North Carolina (UNC) at
Chapel Hill, she worked as a research analyst at a nearby
think tank before deciding to become a lawyer. When she
asked a UNC faculty member to recommend a law school
outside the state, he mentioned Washington University.
While a student here, Talbert did an independent
study with Professor Karen Tokarz on equal pay issues for
women, and she spent a semester in D.C. working with
then-U.S. Congressman james Jeffords. "I loved the law
school, the rigor of it, and the people I met," Talbert says.
Among those people was her husband, Bruce Goldstein,
J.D. '80, who shared her passion for public interest law;
today, he is the executive director of the Farmworker
justice Fund in Washington, D. C., and their two sons
are students at Purdue and Denison universities.
After law school, she became a Legal Aid la'wyer in
Alton, Illinois, often working with an older clientele.
That experience prepared Talbert well for her new job at
the AARP, where she began by tackling consumer issues
that affect older adults. Three years ago, she moved over
to the AARP Foundation, becoming its managing director,
its interim director, and finally, this past February, its
new executive director.
Many challenges lie ahead, she says. In partnership with
other organizations, the foundation will soon launch a
major initiative aimed at helping women become more
financially secure and encouraging healthy lifestyles.
The foundation also is working with a cohort of other
aging-related groups to provide training for elder law advo
cates. As part of their interest in asset development for low
income people, they have funded research by Washington
University faculty member Michael Sherraden, the
Benjamin E. Youngdahl Professor of Social Development,
on Individual Development Accounts for older adults.

~
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Talbert herself is years away from retirement, though
she does daydream occasionally about returning to a rural
retreat. Still, she has had plenty of opportunity to think
about the mistakes that other baby boomers make in
planning for their older years-and she has a key piece of
advice: Plan ahead. Do research, just as you did in deciding
where to go to college.
"Plan financially and think about how you want to
live, what gives you pleasure," she says. "Today, it is not
unusual for people to live into their 90s, and few of us
think about that. How will you finance your life? What do
you want to do with it? There are opportunities for this
period to be very rewarding."
In her own immediate future, she plans to further the
mission of the AARP-"to serve, and not to be served"-as
she works with her own staff and a cadre of 35,000 volun
teers to continue enriching the lives of older people.
"This is such an opportunity to make a difference," she
says. "It really is a dream job for me. I told one of my sons
recently not to expect to get his dream job right away after
college-but I certainly have mine now." ~
Candace O'Connor is a free-lance writer based in 51. Louis.

SUM ME R 2006

WAS H IN GT ON U N IVERS I T Y I N ST. LOUI S

31

p

MY WASHINGTON

•
CONTINUING

A FAMILY
TRADITION
OF SERVICE
•
eorgia Van Cleve, A.B. '51, and her family
have been a Vital part of Washington
University for three generations. Fellow
alumni include her parents; her two sisters;
her late husband Bill, J.D. '53; their oldest son Peter,
J.D. '86; and assorted nieces, nephews, and in-laws.
In the words of Chancellor Emeritus William
Danforth: "Georgia and Bill Van Cleve have been one
of the great couples of Washington University. They
have given generously of their time, energy, and
resources to their university. They attended innumer
able actiVities and made countless friends. Bill chaired
the Board of Trustees and the search committee for
the chancellor. Georgia serves on the National Council
for Arts & Sciences. Neither the University nor my
wife and I have had better friends; they have set an
example for us all."

Connecting to a commuter campus
Georgia Hess Dunbar grew up in St. Louis and was
president of her senior class at Mary Institute. For
her 50th college reunion, she wrote, "Washington
University was always part of my life. My parents met
at the Freshman Mixer in the fall of 1915, and their
romance flourished along with my mother's lifelong
love of reading and writing and my father's interest in
fairness, justice, and the law. As little children, we were
taken to homecoming parades and the 4th of July
fireworks on the campus, and my sisters were married
in Graham Chapel."

Georgia Van Cleve, A.B. '51

Like most of her classmates, Georgia lived at home
while attending college, and she walked to schoo!.
"Because so few students lived on campus in those days,
we didn't have the sense of community there is today,"
she recalls. She pledged Pi Beta Phi and served as presi
dent of the Pan hellenic Association. She says: "I was
interested in so many things. I kept wondering what I
wanted to be when I grew up! I really enjoyed the basic
program of study, which was new at that time.
"In my senior year, the two courses I most wanted
to take-philosophy with Huston Smith and a speciaJ
course on Shakespeare-were offered at the same time.
Instead of choosing between them, I hastily decided to
take advantage of the '3/3 Program' and go directly to
law schoo!." She continues: "My father was a lawyer,
and my sister Martha graduated from the School of Law
in 1950. It was quite a shock to walk in the first day
and discover I was the only girl in a class of 60."

Georgia completed the first year of law school and
left after earning her undergraduate degree. She married
her classmate William Van Cleve in 1953, following
his law school graduation, and she attended secretarial
school and worked at Fort Bliss, Texas, while Bill was
there serving in the Army. When they returned to
St. Louis, she worked at the School of Law as a secretary
to Professor William Jones, the assistant dean.
Bill Van Cleve grew up in Moberly, Missouri, where
his father owned the Moberly Monitor-Index. Bill gradu
ated from Phillips Academy and Princeton University.
At the Washington University School of Law, he served
as president of the student body. He joined Bryan,
Cave, McPheeters & McRoberts in 1958 as the 13th
lawyer at the 85-year-old firm, which was renamed
Bryan Cave in 1992. He became the firm's first manag
ing partner in 1973 and was elected chairman in 1988.
Under his leadership, Bryan Cave grew into one of the
na tion's largest law firms, with a diversified national
and international practice. Today the firm has more
than 800 lawyers in 13 offices across the United States
and abroad.

Setting the highest example
Bill, who died in 2003, and Georgia were extraordinarily
generous with their time and support for Washington
University. Georgia is a longtime member of the
National Council for Arts & Sciences and served as chair
for her 50th and 55th reunions, for which she received
the Frank Bush Leadership Award . Bill was elected to
the Board of Trustees in 1983 and served as chair from
1993-95. He headed the search committee for Chancellor
Mark S. Wrighton, was the founding chair of the School
of Law National Council, and was president of the
William Greenleaf Eliot Society. In 1992, he received
the School of Law's Distinguished Alumni Award, and
in 1996, he was honored with the Eliot Society's
"Search/l Award . The University presented him with
an honorary Doctor of Laws degree in 200l.
In Arts & SCiences, the Van Cleves endowed the
Dunbar-Van Cleve Professorship, held by John R.
Bowen, and the Virginia Storer Scholarship, named for
a dedicated teacher who taught all four of their chil
dren. At the School of Law, Bill and Georgia endowed
the Dunbar Family Scholarship. The William M. Van
Cleve Professorship, held by Jane Harris Aiken, was
endowed in Bill's memory with gifts from Emerson and
friends honoring Bill's service as a director of Emerson .
Memorial gifts by family and friends endowed the
William M. Van Cleve Scholarship.

Edward S. Macias, executive vice chancellor,
dean of Arts & Sciences, and the Barbara and David
Thomas Distinguished Professor in Arts & Sciences,
says: "Georgia has been one of the most loyal
friends of Arts & Sciences and the University. We
are stronger for her generoSity and involvement./I
Chancellor Mark S. Wrighton concurs. He says,
"Great people like Georgia Van Cleve contribute
to the wonderful traditions of Washington
University and assure a bright future for genera
tions of students to come./I
For her 50th Reunion, Georgia wrote: "My
real appreciation of Washington University and its
Significance worldwide came from our travels with
Bill and Ibby Danforth. We visited Greece in 1972,
China and Hong Kong in 1982, India in 1987, and
Russia in 1989. We were warmly welcomed by
alumni and admiring heads of educational institu
tions everywhere we went./I
In addition to her tireless activities on behalf of the
University, Georgia has been active in the St. Louis
community. She volunteered for Mid-Town West
Meals-on-Wheels for 30 years. An active member and
former president of the Ladue Garden Club, she served
on the national board of the Garden Club of America.
She also served on the board of the Scholarship
Foundation, and she is a member of St. Peter's
Episcopal Church. She now
has nine grandchildren.
It seems especially
appropriate that Georgia
helped acquire a statue
of George Washington (at
left) as part of Washington
University's 150th anni
versary celebration. In
1950, as she was passing
the spot where the statue
stands today, she saw two
of her first-year law school
classmates walking ahead.
She called ou t to the one
she knew, "Hello, Bill!/I
Both men turned around , and she was introduced
to her future husband, Bill Van Cleve.
In 2004, the handsome bronze reproduction
of Houdon's 1788 marble sculpture of Washington
was installed at the entrance to Olin Library in
memory of William Van Cleve.
-Susan Wooleyl1an Caine

.w.

ALUMNI ACTIVITIES
Alumni Select University Items Online

\

T

he Alumni Association and the Washington
University Bookstore have teamed up to
offer" Alumni Select," a special Web site
offering an exceptional collection of apparel and
gifts for alumni, parents, and friends. From class
rings to ball caps to books, the collection includes
items in every price range. Through Alumni Select,
alumni will find a captain's chair, made of solid
maple hardwood in satin black featuring the official
Washington University seal engraved into the crown;
a classic striped polo, made of 100 percent cotton
and featuring the University logo embroidered on
the left chest; and a desk clock from Sutters Mill®,
featuring a two-tone matte silver finish and an
engraving of the Washington University logo, as
well as many other great items.
Alumni Select is available online
24 hours a day. To find great gifts for
yourself or others online, go to :
http://alumni.wustl.edu and click
on "New for Alumni, Parents and
Friends" or www.wubookstore .com
and click on "Alumni Select."
You also can receive electronic
notification of new merchandise
three to four times a year. Just go to
alumni.wustl.edu and click on "Alumni
Online Services" to register with the
online alumni directory.

www.alumni.wustl.edu

FOUNDERS DAY
Washington VnilJe'l.sity in St. £nuis
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SAVE THE DATE
November 4
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This year's keynote speaker is
the Right Honourable Sir John
Major, KG, CH, Prime Minister
of Great Britain, 1990-97.
Plan now to join us
at the Adam's Mark on
Saturday, November 4, 2006,
to celebrate the 153rd
anniversary of the founding
of Washington University.

ALUMNI ASSOCIATION
PLANS FOR THE
SOUTH PACIFIC
Alumni can join Professor Raymond E.
Arvidson for a travel/study adventure in
the South Pacific Islands, featuring the
skies of the Southern Hemisphere and the
Leonid meteor shower.

C

ruise the South Pacific and stargaze under
the brilliant constellations of the Southern
Hemisphere on November 9-25, 2006. You
will enjoy a front-row seat to observe the spectacular
Leonid meteor shower as the Earth crosses the orbit of
comet Tempel-Tuttle. Ports-of-call include the beautiful
islands of New Caledonia, Vanuatu, and New Zealand,
with an optional visit to Sydney, Australia .
Raymond E.
Arvidson, the James
..
~
S. McDonnell
Distinguished
t
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University Professor
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in Arts & Sciences
and chair of the
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Sciences, will lead
Professor Ray Arvidson
the trip. A plane
is a planetary geologist.
tary geologist,
Professor Arvidson
is deputy principal investigator for NASA's Mars
Exploration Rover Mission and serves on the science
teams for several NASA missions. He is a dynamic
lecturer and the recipient of many teaching awards.
The Alumni Association has designated this trip
"Chairman's Choice," in recognition of its limited
reservations and the exceptional level of Professor
Arvidson's involvement.
All Alumni Association Travel Programs are open
to alumni, parents, and friends of the University, and
we encourage you to share them with your friends.
For more information on trips sponsored by the
Alumni Association, please call the Alumni Association
Travel Office, (866) WUTRIPS or (314) 935-5212; e-mail :
travel@wustl.edu; or visit "Alumni Travel " at our Web
site, www.alumni .wustl.edu .

This trip is deSignated "Chairman's Choice," in recognition of
the exceptional level of Professor Arvidson's involvement.

LOOKING FORWARD TO
REUNION 2007!
May 17-20, 2007: If your class is 1942, '47, ' 52, '57, '62,
'67, '72, '77, '82, or '87, make your plans now to attend
undergraduate Reunions for alumni of Arts & Sciences,
Business, Engineering, Art, and Architectu re. We can
make it easy to get involved, get in touch with old friends,
and make plans . Call (314) 935-5212 or 1-800-867-ALUM
(toll -free), or e-mail : alumniassociation @wustl.edu .
April 21-22, 2007: Undergraduate alumni of the
Classes of 1997, 2002, and 2006 will gather to celebrate
their 10th, 5th, & 1st Reunions during Thurtene weekend .

Keep you r eye on www.alumni.wustl.edu, and watch
fo r details to come.
SUMMER 2006
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CLASSMATES
e want to hear about
recent promotions,
honors, appointments,
travels, marriages (please rep.:>rt
marriages after the fact), and
births, so we can keep your class
mates informed about important
changes in your lives.

W

Entries may take up to three issues
after submission to appear in the
Magazine; they are published in the
order in which they are received.

Please send news to:
ClassMates
Washington University
in St. Louis
Campus Box 1086
One Brookings Drive
St. Louis, MO 63130-4899
Fax (314) 935-8533
E-mail ciassmates@aismail,wustl.edu
If you want your news to appear also
in a separate publication your school
may provide, please send your news
directly to that publication.

ALUMNI CODES
AR
BU
DE
EN
FA
GA
GB
GO
GF

Architecture
Business
Dentistry
Engineering
Art
Grad. Architecture
Grad. Business
Grad. Dentistry
Grad. Art

GL
GM
GN
GR
HA
H5

Grad. Law
MT Manual Training
Grad. Medicine
NU Nursing
Grad. Nursing
OT Occupa. Therapy
Grad. Arts & Sciences PT Physical Therapy
Health Care Admin. 51 Sever Institute
House Staff
SU Sever Inst. Undergrad.
LA Arts & Sciences
SW Social Work
TI Tech. & Info. Mgmt.
LW Law
MD Medicine
UC University College

~s
Corrine (Griesbaum) Alley, FA
27, celebrated her 101st birthday in
March 2006 at the Skilled Nursing
Facility at Community Memorial
Hospital in Hamilton, N.V. As a
girl , Alley, who was born and
reared in St. Louis, excelled in
speed skating and tennis. After
graduation, she met her future
husband, Harold, in Denver, and
the couple lived near the oil fields
of Oklahoma before moving to
Chicago. After bei~ widowed,
Alley moved to a small farm ,
where she learned about chickens
and country ways. She also began
designing hats. Eventually, the
artist moved to New Mexico,
where she painted and worked in
leather, ceramics, and fiber. She
has been a resident of the skilled
nursing facility Since October
2001 and continues to enjoy art,
music, and practicing her
Meth odis t faith.

~s
Albert Schoenbeck, LA 40, LW
40, a member of Lathrop & Gage
law firm in St. Louis, has been
named by St. Andrew's Resources
for Seniors as one of its 25 Age
less-Remarkable St. Louisans.
The annual honor recognizes
citizens 75 years or older who
have made great contributions to
the St. Louis metro community.
Schoen beck has practiced law for
more than 60 years, concentrat
ing his practice on tort litigation.

Harriet Arey Davidson,
LA 48, MD 52, HS 55, is the
author of Trilogy: A Story of Three
Parishes, which covers three
Episcopal parishes in the St. Louis
area from 1843-2003. The 288
page book, illustrated and hard
bound, covers St. George's
Protestant Episcopal Church, the
Church of St. Michael and All
Angels, and the church resulting
from the merger of those two in
1925-the Church of St. Michael
and St. George.
Melvin H, Erlinger, GR 48,
has had his third book published.
It's titled Who Was Zipporah,
Educational Bible QuiZzes. He
and his wife, Ruth, who have
been married 61 years, reside in
Seminole, Fla. Both are retired
from the Pinellas County, Fla.,
school system.
Billy Morrow Jackson,
FA 49, and his wife, Siti Mariah
Jackson, have authored On This
Island: An Artistic View of Martha 's
Vineyard (Spotlight Press, 2005).
Billy, an artist who was a resident
of the Vineyard as well as a visitor
for more than SO years, and Siti,
also an artist, focused not only on
the land that is Martha's Vineyard,
but also on the life and spirit of
its people. The book contains
more than 75 original paintings
of Marth a's Vineyard, a 100
square-mile island in Massachu
setts off the coast of Cape Cod.
Both artists graduated from the
University of Illinois in Urbana
Champaign (Billy received an
M.F.A. in 1954), and Billy retired
as an art professor there in 1987.
The couple resides in Champaign.
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EdwardJ. Thias, AR 51, and
other architecture alumni
from St. Louis planned a 55th
luncheon reunion for the
Architecture Class of '51. The
event was held, along with other
reunion activities, in May 2006.
Helping plan it were Charles E.
Branson, Stanley M. Glantz,
Walter B. Kromm, and David
W. Pearce-all AR 51-and
Laurance P. Berri, AR SO.
Lee H. Schwartz, FA 57, says,
"After being in the advertising
business for 30 years, r have
decided to get as far away from
this occupation as possible."
Now he is studying to become
a certified personal trainer for
senior adults.
Robert "Bob" A. Ellis,
EN 59, 51 68, and his wife,
Margery "Margie" (Abbott)
Ellis, UC 72, invite their class
mates, friends, and colleagues to
catch up by visiting their Web site
at http://home.ix.netcom.com/
-bandm/. E-mail: eUisb-m@
iX.netcom. com
Mel Hutnick, BU 59, an
attorney in Belleville, Ill., recently
was awarded the Medal of Merit
by the Belleville Rotary Club for
35 years of service to the commu
nity. While maintaining his prac
tice, he served as chairman of the
board of directors of the Chamber
of Commerce, president of the
Rotary Club, chairman of inter
national exchange programs for
businessmen and businesswomen,
and he played a pivotal role in
creating a program to honor
young women in the four high
schools in the community.

~s
Elaine Greenbaum, LA 60, and
her husband, Stuart Greenbaum ,
the Bank of America Professor of
Managerial Leadership and former
dean of the Olin School of Busi
ness, received the Dean's Medalist
Award from the School in May
2006.
Walter L. Metcalfe, Jr., LA
60, a University trustee and part
ner of Bryan Cave, has been
reappointed chair of the federal
Reserve Bank of St. Louis board of
directors. He also is a member of
the boards of trustees of BJC
HealthCare, the Danforth founda
tion, and the Pulitzer Foundation
for the Arts. Metcalfe is listed in
the National Law Journal's list of
the " 100 Most Influential Lawyers
in America. "
Richard A. "Buz" Cooper,
MD 61, a former dean, executive
vice preSident, and Health Policy
Institute director at the Medical

COllege of Wisconsin in Milwau
kee, received an honorary Doctor
of Science degree from that
institution in May 2006. Now a
professor of medicine and a senior
fellow at the Leonard Davis
Institute of Health Economics at
the University of Pennsylvania
in Philadelphia, Cooper's recent
resea rch has focused on interna·
tional medical graduates and
migration patterns of foreign
trained physicians. In February
2006, he delivered a keynote
presentation to the board of
trustees of AT Still University
in Mesa, Ariz.
Thomas E. Eichhorst,
LW 61, an attorney and certified
association executive, is now
executive director of the Inter
national Leadership Network, a
nonprofit organization head
quartered in Brentwood, Mo.
The network sponsors the Young
Achievers and the Leaders of
Tomorrow youth-recognition
programs and the LEAP (Leader·
sh ip/Educa tion/Achievemen t/
Partnership) mentoring program.
During his career, Eichhorst has
been executive director of the
Association of Regulatory Boards
of Optometry, staff legal counsel
for the American OptometriC
Association in St. Louis, assistant
a ttorney general for Missouri,
and a former bill drafter for the
Missouri legislature.
Jack Eggmann, BU 62,
now a senior representative for
Northwestern Mutua.1 Life, whom
he has represented since gradua
tion, has begun a publishing
company-Tennis Hi story Press.
Its first book, The Roots ofTellllis:
Blue Bloods to Blue Col/ars, by
Eggmann, is to be published in
late summe r 2006. E-mail:
tontojr@aol.com
John L. Roeder, LA 62,
received two awards in 2005-the
Oscar Riker Foster Award from the
Chemistry Teachers Club of New
York and first prize in the physics
song-writing contest sponsored by
Physics Today. His winning entry,
The Entanglement Tango, was
published in the publication's
December 2005 issue.
Peggy Kerwin Morrow,
BU 63, has authored a new book,
Customer Service: How To Do It
Right, a do it yourself strategy to
keep you/" customers loyal, attract
new ones and increase your profits,
available through amazon.com.
She travels internationally,
speaking on customer service
and team-building.
Kurt H. Studt, LA 63, DE 66,
was promoted to clinical professor
of allied dental medicine in the
School of Dental Medicine at
Southern IllinoiS University in
Edwardsville. He practices general
dentistry in Creve Coeur, Mo.

Brian H. Gross, MD 65, and
his wife, Alice, planned to move
to a retirem en t co mmunity in
Peabody, Ma ss., in March 2006.
He says, "We look forw ard to
meeting n ew people, a n abun
da n ce of activities, and fe wer
h assles-no m o re s hove ling or
raking." He says downsizing afte r
30 years is rough but will be
worth it.
Mellachem Kellner, LA 66,
GR 69, GR 73, who was known as
"Marc Kelln er" whi le at Washing
ton U niver si ty, gave the Adam

C herrick l ecture in Jewish Studies
in February 2006 at the Univer
si ty. He is the Sir Isaac a nd Edith
Wo lfsen Professor at the Univer
sity of Haifa in Israel.
Lewis A. Levey, GB 67, princi
pal of Enh anced Value Stra tegi es,
received a Distinguished Alumni
Award from the O lin School of
Business in May 2006.
James c. Schwartzman,
LA 67, a share ho ld er in Stevens &
Lee, a professi ona l serv ices firm of
lawyers and consultants based in
Phil adelphia , h as been re-elected

to th e boa rd of directors for
In depe ndence Blue Cross . A board
member since 1991 , he will serve
a three-year term. He a lso is a
member of the executive and
fin ance co mmittees fo r the com 
pany, w hi c h, a long with its sub
sidia ri es, is the Philadelphia area's
largest hea lth insurer. Schwartz
man, who earn ed a J.D. degree
cum laude from Villanova Univer
Sity in Nashvill e, Tenn ., in 1972,
resides in Radn or, Pa.
Leonard Feinberg, GA 68,
is vice president, commerc ial

architecture, for the Evans Group
in Orlando .
Stefan J. Glynias, LA 68, was
in cluded in the Top 100 Missouri/
Kansas Super Lawyers for 2005.
He was nom inated by his peers as
being in th e top 5 pe rcent of
lawyers in the tvvo sta tes.
RobertJ. Matlock, SU 68, an
attorney who was a memb er of the
fir st co llaborative practice gro up
in Texas, presented lectures at
several ve nues in 2005. Included
were se minar presentat ions at the
Unive rsity o f Oxford in Oxford,

Performing with One Voice, Once Again

A

umni of the a cappella group Mosaic Whispers never missed
a beat as they returned to the stage on April 1, 2006, in
Graham Chapel. As part of the group's 15th anniversary
Splash of Color concert, the singers performed some of their
greatest hits of the past 15 years, including The Rose (Bette Midler
cover), Big Yellow Taxi (Joni Mitchell cover), Somebody to Love
(Queen cover), and Uninvited (Alanis Morrisette cover). Of the
group's 78 alumni, some 50 returned from all parts of the United
States and, in one case, from China for this special evening.
"I haven't sung for about seven years, so I'm a bit rusty,"
says Sara Bleiberg, A.B. '00 (psychology and music), who manages
a f reshman residence hall as a staffer at New York University in
New York City. " But it's amazing how you never forget your part .
in songs you've performed. It's so ingrained." No doubt that's
because the group has always practiced about 10 hours per week,
with rehearsals usually on two weeknights and on Sundays.
Founded in 1991, Mosaic Whispers is the oldest coed a cap
pella group at the University, performing everything from pop

and hard rock to jazz, oldies, country, soul. and funk. One of the
found ing members, Josh Einsohn, A.B . '94 (drama), a casting direc
tor, who helped cast The Polar Express movie and The West Wing
TV series, organized the entire reunion weekend for the alumni.
Describing how the group began, he says: "Seven of us from the
Burmeister Cup-winning South 40 Facade at Thurtene Carnival
gathered afterward to create Mosaic Whispers, and Dan Newman
(B.S.C.S. '92, B.S.E.E. '93) was the one who got the group going. We
chose 'mosaic' because of the group's diverse music and members,
which has held true throughout its history, and 'whispers' because
t hat's what was left of our voices after performing at Thurtene."
Over the years, the group has grown in stage presence, and,
in addition to producing albums and going on national concert
tours, it now is routinely included in the highly selective Best of
Collegiate A Cappella album produced annually.
"Being in the group helps you grow in guts and confidence, "
Bleiberg says. "And the intensity of performing well together
creates a strong bond. That's why we're still like family."
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England; Pepperdine University
in Malibu, Calif.; and Southern
Methodist University School of
Law in Dallas. Matlock, who
maintains offices in Dallas and
McKinney, Texas, continues to
advocate for methods of dispute
resol ution that avoid litigation.
Elinda Fishman Kiss, LA 69,
was named faculty finalist for
the Alan J. Krowe Award for
Teachi ng Excellence at the Robert
H. Smith School of Business at the
University of Maryland in College
Park. She has bee n on the faculty
of the school's finance department
since 2003. For the previous five
years, she was a faculty member
in the financ e department of
Rutgers University in Newark, N.j.,
from which she received the
Thomas H. Mott Award for Teach
ing Excellence.

~s
Patricia Brentano Bramnick,
FA 71, who teaches drawing at Kean
University in Union, N.j., received
a 2006 Individual Fellowship from
the New Jersey State Council on the
Arts. In 2005 she received a Weir
Farm Visitin g Artist Grant.
Chung-Kwang (C-K) Chou,
SI 71, chief electromagn etiC engi
neering scientist and director of the
corporate EME research laboratory
at Motorola in Fort Laud erda le, Fla.,
has received the 2006 d' Arsonval
Award from the Bioelectromagnet
ics SOCiety. The award , recognizing
extraordi nary accomplishments in
bioelectromagnetics, was presented
at the society's annual meeting in
Cancun, Mexico, in June 2006. As
part of the award, Chou presented a
lecture at the meeting. In addition
to the M.S. degree he earned from
Washington UniverSity, Chou
earned a B.S.E.E. degree from
National Taiwan University in
Taipei in 1968 and a Ph.D. degree
from the University of Washington
in Seattle in 1975.
Lois Hecht Oppenheim,
GR 72, GR 80, after serving four
years as vice preSident for academic
affairs and dean of the College of
Arts and Sciences at th e University
of Judaism in Bel-Air, Calif., has
returned to full-time teaching and
resea rch as professor of poUtical
science. " While I enjoyed my
tenure as an administrator," she
says, "I missed teaching and having
time to do substantial research."
Having ti me for research has
resulted in the publication of two
books: After Pil7ochet: Th e Chilean
Road to Democracy and the Market,
which Oppenheim co-edited with
Silvia Borzutzky (University Press
of Florida, 2(06) and the third
revision of her book Politics il7
Chile (Westvi ew Press, due ou t in
November 2006).
38

Babette Rothschild, LA 72,
SW 75, has authored a new book,
Help for the Helper (Norton Profes
sional Books, 2006). The book,
which challenges current thinking
about the wa)'s in which therapists
are affected by their cli ents, offe rs
concrete strategies for mental
health professionals who want
to maintain their own mental
health and overa ll well-being
while maximizing their compe
tency with cl.ients.
Vernon R. Wiehe, SW 72, who
ea rned a doctoral degree from the
University's George Warren Brown
School of Social Work, is professor
emeritus in the College of Social
WOrk at the University of Kentucky
in Lexington, where he continues
to teach part time . His resea rch and
one of his books on sibllng abuse
recently was cited in a New York
Times articl e on Sibling rivalry.
James F. Barker, GA 73,
president of Clemson University in
Clemson, S.c., received the 2006
Chief Executive Leadership Award
for the south eas tern district from
the Council for Advancement and
Support of Education.
E. William Gillula, GB 73,
president of SCI Leasing, received
a Distinguished Alumni Award
from the Olin School of Business
in May 2006.
Nancy (Karp) Warshawsky,
LA 74, and her family moved to
New Hope, Pa., in August 2005,
due to her husband's taking a job
with a different pharmaceutical
company. She has been busy
helping her children, 16 and 12,
become settled in their new
schools and has not been working
outside the home. She says, "It's a
beautiful part of the country, and
I'd really enjo)' viSiting with any
Washington U. alumni in the area."
Carl R. Schwartz, LA 75,
EN 75, was selected as a Wisconsin
Super Lawyer by Law & Politics.
Based on a su rve y of attorneys
across Wisconsin, who were asked
to vote for the best lawyers they
had personally observed in action,
the final Jist of Wisconsin Super
Lawyers features the top 5 percent
of attorneys in more than SO
practice areas. Schwartz, who
earned a law degree from Harvard
University in Cambridge, Mass., is
an intellectual property atto rney
based in the Milwaukee office of
Quarles & Brady.
Pam Black, FA 76, is teaching
drawing at the School of Architec
ture and the Department of Drama
at the University of Virginia in
CharJottesvUle.
Dennis K. Brown, LA 76, has
been prom oted to assistant vice
preSident for the Office of News
and Information at the University
of Notre Dame in Notre Dame, Ind.
He is the chief writer and editor for
the university's news bureau, leads
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a staff of eight, serves as a liaison
with the news media, and assists
in the prom otion of a wide range
of campus initiatives and activities.
During th e past 14 years, he was
aSSistant director and then associate
director of news and informat ion.
He and his wife, Debbie, the
head volleyball coach at Notre
Dame, reside in Granger, Ind., and
are parents of two sons, Connor
and Ryan.
Terrance). Good, LW 76, was
included in the Top 100 Missouri!
Ka nsas Super Lawye[s for 2005. He
was nominated by his peers as
among the top 5 percent of lawyers
in the two states.
Sharon Curcio, GB 77, who
spent a year as a U.S. Army Reserve
offtcer in Guantanamo Bay, Cuba,
wTote a white paper titled Minds

Ulialike: Generational Differences
Between/ilwdists. It was published
in the Military [ntelligence Profes
sional Bulletin in 2004 and in the
Militmy Review in 2005. CurCio, at
the invitation of the RAND Corpo
ration, presen ted her findings at the
Initiatives for Middle Eastern Youth
conference in Washington, D.c, in
September 2005 and at the com
pany's board meeting in November
2005 in Santa Monica, Calif. Curcio
resides in Canyon Lake, Calif.
E-mail: sharon.curcio@comcast.net
Eric Haesloop, LA 77, principal
ofTurnbull Griffin Haesloop in
Berkeley, Calif., received a Dist in
gu ished Alumni Award from the
COllege of Architecture, Graduate
School of Art & Urban Design, part
of the Sam Fox School of Design &
Visual Arts, in April 2006.
Pamela Ridley, UC 77, of St.
Louis, was to have her first roman
tic suspense novel, Between Tears,
published by Genesis Press in April
2006. Web site: www.p-ridley.com
Mary Ellen (Cohen) Scherl,
FA 78, has created Mmnorial, a
multimedia artistic installation
and a nonprofit organization
focused on raising awareness and
funds to help eliminate breast
ca ncer as a life-threatening disease.
The public-art installati o n, which
explores the physical and emo
tional effects of the disease, features
life-casts of survivors' breasts and
exp ressions of their personal
experiences. In April 2006, Scherl
and this project were to be the
focus of an NBC Nightly News
"Making a Diffe rence" segment.
Also in April 2006, th e first SO life
casts for Mamorial were to be exhib
ited at the ga llery in Davis Johnson
Park in Tenafly, N.j. The mayor of
Tenafly, where Scher! and her
family resid e, asked that Tenafly
be the first exh ibition site.
Michele Andrea Bowen
Brown, LA 79, SW 81 , GR 8 1,
completed her third novel, titled
Holy Ghost Comer (Warner Books),
which will be in booksto res

through th e United States on
Sept. 20, 2006. Her previous novels,
Church Folk and Second SUI/day,
both published by Warn er Books,
made Essence IVlagazille Bes tse ller's
List. Bowen-Brown now is writing a
fourth novel and working with two
other novelists on a fiction project.
She resides in Durh am, N.C., with
her husband, Harold Brown, and
their three daughters--Laura, 18,
who will be a first-year student at
Hampton University in Hampton,
Va., in fall 2006; Sydney, 10; and
Janina,8.
Paul DeMuro, LW 79, of
Latham & Watkins in San Fra n
cisco, has been elec ted chair-elect
of the American Bar Associatio n
Health Law Section.
Stephen C. Sheppard, GR 79,
GR 84, professor of econ omics at
Williams College in Williamstown,
Mass., is in the midst of preparing a
report on urban sprawl. Funded in
part by grants from the Wo rld Bank
and the National Science Founda
tion, the study is titled "The Causes
and Consequences of Urban Ex pan
sion." The final report on the
project is due in October 2007.
Col. William Vogt, LA 79,
now retired from active duty with
the U.S. Army, has begun a new
ca reer as a contractor with the
Phoen ix Consulting Group of
Alexandria, Va .
Mary L. (Spears) West, BU 79,
GB 84, LW 85, recently retired from
th e U.S. Air Force after 33 years of
service and has ope ned a general
practice law office in Sparta, Ill.
B. Tucker Woodson, LA 79,
p rofessor of o tOlaryngology and
communication sciences at the
Medical College of Wiscons in in
Milwaukee, has been appoi nted
chief of its DiviSion of Sleep Medi
cine. Woodso n, who resides in
Menomonee Falls, Wis., with his
wife, Shelley, and children-John,
15, and Jenna , 12-says his family
thinks sleep is a discipline he
should devote more personal time
toward.

~s
Dennis). Hall, GA 80, managing
principal of Hall Architects in
Charlotte, N.C., has co-authored
n,e Architect's Guide to the US
National CAD Standard Oohn
Wiley & Sons, 2006). He serves on
the National Institute of Building
Science's national CAD standard
project committee and was
instrumental in the development
of the standard used by arc hitects,
engi neers, facility managers, and
others in the construction industry.
Hall and his wife, Janet, reside in
C harlotte.
Clifford W. Ham, GA 80,
has been appointed principal
architect within the Office of Court

Construction and Management
in the Design and Cons truction
Services Unit of the Administrative
Office of th e Cou rts of the judicial
Co uncil of California . He is respon
sible for architectura l quality and
standards development for the
California judiciall3ranch buildings
as well as for project management
of selected court building projects.
Ham joined the adm inistrative
office in 2002, and for the 22 years
prior, he worked in Hellmuth Obata
& Kassabaum 's Sa n Francisco office,
where he was a vice president and
senior project manager. Ham and
his wife, Laura Billisits Ham,
GA 80, also an architec t, reside in
Oakland. Their daughter Andrea
earned a bachelor's degree in
accountin g/fina nce in May 2006
from the University of Portland,
and their daughter Stephanie is
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contem plating offers of admission
from several liberal arts colleges in
New England and the Midwest.
David Michael Harris, LW 80,
is manager of the litigation practice
group of Greensfelder, Hemke r &
Gale law firm, based in St. Loui s.
He joined the firm in 1982 and
served on the firm's board of direc
tors for eight years and its executive
com mittee for five years.
Tim Thornton, LW 80, has
been appointed president of Greens
felder, Hemker & Gale, one of
St. Louis' oldest law firm s. Thorn
ton, who joined the firm in 1981,
has served on its board of directors
since 2003 and has served as man
ager of th e nahonal construction
law prac tice group for 15 years.
Samuel "Leo" Cooke, EN 81,
his wife, Kaye Cooke, LA 84,
and th eir son, Nathan, 16, and

PROFILE

daughter, Diane, 13, reside "hap
pily near th e rolling hills and lakes
of (Madison) Wisconsin ." For the
pas t 15 years, Leo, an environmen
tal enginee r, has been a principal/
senior chemical engineer with
Noble Earth Tech nologies. Prior to
that, he worked in industry for 10
years. In 1986 he earned an M.B.A.
degree from Loyo la University of
Chicago. Leo is acti ve in civic
groups as well as church, which he
serves as a chaplain and recently
served as treas urer, sitting on
the board of trustees.
Fred
Heger,
Gl3 81, has
become
director of
finance for
th e Lagasse
Sweet

Lynn Messina,

division of United Stationers, based
in th e Chi cago area. The di vision
distributes food-service, janitorial,
and sanitation supplies. Heger has
been helping his daughters-Amy,
18, and Beth, 17-a senior and
junior, respectively, at Deerfield
(111.) Hi gh School, choose a college
to attend.
Christopher O. Jackson,
LA 81, who is wor king on filmin g
a m ovie in New York, was commis·
sioned by the Missouri Historical
Society to crea te a play about
St. Louis' trolley sys tem. It was to
premier in May 2006.
In addition, jackson's
cabaret show recently
has performed It Ain't
Pretty Beillg Easy and Th e
Boy Next Door in San
Francisco, San Diego,
and Kansas City. He says,

A.B. '94

with Chick Lit," Messina
says. "I don't think I
would have had a market
for Fashiollistas without
it. I'm grateful for that.
But the term is often
Messina, who suddenly had
reductive and dismissive. I
time for novels.
should be able to write what I
In Mim Wamer, Messina
want without my books being
cannot resist pokIng fun at her
considered throw-away."
own success: " ... I'd asked her
Long before Chick Lit even
about the spate of fashion-maga eXisted, Messina was writing
zine-industry-insider novels
novels: as a middle-schooler, as
that had just been released. She
an undergrad in favorite professor
made a few guesses-the way
Madeline Brainard's courses, and
fashion editors are notoriously
as a junior studying abroad at
easy targets for satirizing, the
King's College in London . After
way fashion morphed into
graduating from Washington U.
entertainment about five years
with a degree in literature, she
before-but ... she really didn't
interned for Avalon Books. In a
have an answer."
true heroine-on-a-mission caper,
FasiJionistas, which coinci
Messina came up with a pseudo
dentally debuted at the same
nym, wrote four books, submit
time as The Devil Wears Prada
ted them to herself, and gave
and the SlwpaiJolic series, was
them the green light to her
editor's desk. "None of them
Messina's 10th attempt at a
novel. "I thought each one
was quite right. But I got such
would be the one that sells.
positive feedback from those
When you finally have success,
early books, I realized I could
you have to decide: 'Is this a
do this writing thing."
moment, or is this a career?'"
Married and living in
With an upcoming fourth
Manhattan, Messina has become
book, Petra Swift Saves the World, the novelist she dreamed of as a
Messina clearly is having more
Long Island teenager, but she
than just a moment. But she also won't overthink it. "I have no
is having angst about the label
idea what is going to happen in
"Chick Lit," the genre defined by a book," she says. "I ramble on
Bridget Jones and Sex and the City, long enough to find a plot and I
wherein a clever, stylish career
write toward it. I don't examine
gal transcends the idiocy around my process too closely. I'm afraid
her and always gets the guy. "I
it will fall apart."
have a complex relationship
- Leigh Brown Perkins

Fashioning a Writing Career

W

hen her ultra-hip first
novel, Faslrionistas,
launched her into the
spotlight, Lynn Messina's wit
never failed her, although she
worried her wardrobe might.
"It's suddenly very daunting
to buy an outfit," she says. "I'm
not stylish at all, which is funny
considering the title of my book."
Faslrionistas (Red Dress Ink,
2003) is about a 20-something
editor at a New York City fashion
magazine who conspires to
overthrow her shrewish boss.
Although the heroine has con
tempt for the celebri-chic she
promulgates in the magazine
("This is Jennifer Anniston's
plunger. This is where you can
get it."), Messina manages to
avoid cynicism, writing a fond
but unflinching satire of name
dropping glossies.
A Publisher's Weekly reviewer
wrote, "Messina's prose is witty
and assured (she's read her
Austen, her Wharton, her Noel
Coward), and her novel is an
irresistible frolic."
Pondering the popularity
of Gwyneth's eyebrows is no
stretch for Messina, who has
worked as an editor for JnStyle,
Self, TV Gllide, and M etropolitan
Home. She still edits freelance

half the month, writing novels
the other half. "There are writers
who get up at 5 in the morning,
write for two hours, and then go
to work. I think they're insane, "
Messina says. "I can't divide my
attention that way. Working two
weeks and having two weeks off
to write is the ideal situation for
me. It was an opportunity that
came way sooner in my career
than I ever imagined."
Hollywood has come, too. A
film producer bought the rights
to Fashionistas in 2004, and it is
currently in production with
Paramount Studios. Several star
lets have been linked to the pro
ject, including Lindsay Lohan .
But Messina, who is not writing
the screenplay, learns of develop
ments on the film like everyone
else-gossip and Google. "It's
like reading tea leaves," she says.
Since Fashionistas, Messina
has written Tallulahland (2004)
and Mim Wamer's Lost Her Cool
(2005). In the first, the heroine
toils as an assistan t to a famous
designer, gets fired, then dis
covers she was ready to move
on long before she was forced
out. A nasty work scene then
a dismissal that propels the
heroine to her higher purpose is
not unlike TV Guide downsizing
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co ncluded a four-year term on
al hope to see friends at our
reunion. JJ
the University's Board of Trustees,
received the Dean's Medal from
Sandra Ford Mendler, LA 81,
vice president and sustainable
the COllege of Architecture,
Graduate School of Art & Urban
design principal for the San Fran
cisco office of Hellmuth Obata &
Design, part of the Sam Fox
Kassabaum, received a Distin
Schoo l of Design & Vi sual Arts,
guished Alumni Award from th e
in Apri l 2006.
College of Architecture, Graduate
Thomas R. Hoerr, GR 83,
School of Art & Urban Design, part
head of New City School in
of the Sam Fox School of Design &
St. Louis, recently published his
Visual Arts, in April 2006.
latest book, The Art of School
Edmund Messina, HS 81, a
Leadership (ASCD Press, 2005).
In addition, he says New City
neurologist who is medical director
Schoo l, for 3-year-olds through
for the MI Headache Treatment
Network, based in Lansing, Mich.,
6th-graders, recently opened the
a nd who has been active in the film wo rld 's first Multiple Intelligences
industry for 30 yea rs, has created a
Library. Hoerr earned a Ph.D.
documentary, Life and Migraine. The degree in educational policy
documentary, about 13 people who making and program deve lop
suffer from chronic headaches,
ment through the Univers ity'S
premiered as a fmalist at the
Graduate School of Arts & Sci
Kansa s International Film Festival. ences in 1983.
David D. Levine, LA 83,
It is being prepared for viewing
on public television and for mass
continues as a user interface
DVD distribution. Web site:
designer at McAfee, th e computer
www.lifeandmigraine.com
anti-vi ru s company. His science
Scott Sandford, GR 81,
fiction writing also is going we ll ,
GR 85, w ho works in th e astro
as he has sold more than 20
stories total, with two of those
physics bra nch at NASA's Ames
Research Center at Moffett Field,
in the first quarter of 2006. His
Calif., is CO-investigato r on NASA's short story Tk'tk'tk, pub Iished in
the March 2005 issue of Asimov's
Stardu st Comet Sample Return
Mission (also see page 8). He
Science Fiction, has been nom i
was a member of the team that
nated for the Hugo Award for
recovered the capsule containing
Best Short Story. (Winner will be
cometary dust from the Utah
announced at the science fiction
Wor ld con in Los Angeles in
desert on Jan. 15, 2006, and
attended the samp le canister as it
August 2006.) He a lso has com
pleted a novel, now under con
was transported to NASA's John
son Space Center for opening.
sideration at a major New York
Sandford also participated in the
publisher. Web page: www.Bento
removal of the samples in a special Press.com or LiveJournal at davi
dlevine.livejournal.com
cIeanro om at the center and is
leading some of the efforts on the
Randall Rose, EN 83, has
preliminary examinations of the
moved from St. Louis to C har
returned samples. In particular,
lotte, N.C. Now, as senio r project
Sandford leads the team of inter
manager for Clayco, he is com
national scientists study ing the
muting between the two cities
twice week ly until hi s family
organic contents of the samp les.
relocates. E-mail: roser@clay
Jimmie E. Tucker, GA 81,
founding pri ncipal of Self Tucker
corp.com
Architects, a full-service Memphi s,
Soo Chan, LA 84, rece iv ed
based architecture, interiors, and
a Distinguish ed Alumni Award
planning firm, received a Distin
from the Coll ege of Architecture,
guished Alumni Award from the
Grad uate School of Architecture &
College of Architecture, Graduate
Urban Design, part of the Sam
School of Art & Urban Design, part Fox School of Design & Visual
of the Sam Fox School of Design &
Arts, in April 2006. He is founding
Visua l Arts, in April 2006.
principal and design director of
Carolyn Greenberg, LW 82,
SCDA Archi tects in Singapo re.
and Uwe Schwersky were married
Lt. Col. Edwin " Ed" Kuster,
on Dec. 31, 2005, in Cambridge,
Jr., LA 84, retired from the U.S.
Mass. Several alumni attended and Army in 2004 after 20 years of
participated in the wedding. The
service, includin g tours in
couple resides in Berlin, German y.
Germany, Saudi Arabia, and
E-mail: carygr4@aoJ.com
Iraq. Now, as a U.S. government
Scott Stolz, BU 82, GB 83,
emp loyee, he develops training
became pres ident of Planning
policy and standards for the U.S.
Corpo ration of America, the
Army in Fort Monroe, Va. He, his
In surance General Agency owned
wife, and three children enjoy
by Raymond James Financial in
residing in the Yorktown (Va.)
St. Petersburg, Fla., in June 2005.
area. He extends best wishes to
Corinna Cohen, GA 83,
all his University classmates.
SI 83, who has served on the
Eileen (Ullman) Rendahl,
Univ ersity's Archi tecture National
LA 84, celebrated the release of
Coun cil since 1996 and recentl y
her latest novel, Un-Bridaled
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(Downtown Press, 2006),
on March 9, 2006, at Saga's
Restaurant in Dav is, Calif. She
describes the book as "a hilariou s
account of how one young
woman grapples with learning
that sometimes the right path is
not down th e ais le and that the
craziest thing you've ever done
can somehow turn out to be the
sanest." Rendahl's previous novels
are Do M e, Do My Roots and
Balancing in High Heels. E-mail:
ei leen jane@ear thlink.net
Angela Cracchiolo Ander
son, LA 85, and her husband ,
jerry Anderso n, announce the
birth of MariO joseph Anderson
on April 12,2005, in Guatemala
City. E-mail : ange la@wea nd er
sons.com
Barry Hauptman, LA 85,
recently retired from veterinary
practi ce and is en joying the role
of stay-a t-home dad to his l-year
old son, Theo. Barry, a marathon
runner, resides with h is wife,
Robin, and son in Bethesda, Md.
Luis Lorenzo, SI 85, has
joined Freudenberg-NOK as chief
technology officer. He will be
responsible for research and
development act ivities of the
firm, which supplies automotive
sealing products, as well as noise,
vibration, and h arshn ess produ cts
to all automakers producing
in North America. In addition,
he wi ll oversee the technical
o rganization in the ope ratin g
divisiOns and wi ll be responSible
for developing an advanced
manufacturing organization. He
is based at the firm's Plymouth,
Mich., faCility.
John R . Sachs, Jr., LA 85,
says the past two years have been
busy for him: "I moved from the
East Side to the West Side of
New York (more traumatic than
it sounds), got married (not as
traumatic as it sounds), and
changed firms (not traumatiC) ."
Sachs now is a partner in the
Manhattan office of Epstein
Becker & Green, practicin g civi l
commercial litigation.
Mark Freiman, FA 86, and
Julie Shimabukuro, LA 87,
were married on Oct. 23, 2005,
in Chicago. The two, who were
friends as resident advisors, lost
touch after gradua tion and then
reconnected 16 years later. Freiman
sings opera profess ionally and is a
free-lance graphic designer of
children's books for Scholastic.
Shimabukuro is director of inter
nationa l recruitment and assistant
dean in the Office of Undergradu
ate Admissions for Washington
University. To join her, he moved
from his native New York City to
St. Louis in fall 2005.
Lynn E. Gorguze, GB 86,
preSident, CEO, and founder of
Cameron Ho ldings Corp.,

received a Distinguished Alumni
Award from the Olin School of
Bus in ess in May 2006.
Yuval Lirov, 5186,5187, is
chief executive officer o f Affinity
Billing, a third-party medica l
bil ling service headquartered in
Marlboro, N.j. Operating nation
a ll y, the company consolidates
billing services, tracks payer
performance from a single po int
of contro l, shares Medicare com
pliance rules globall y, and creates
econom ies of scale. It guarantees
improved practice profitability
and 100 percen t billing trans
parency.
Martin Saeman, SW 86, and
Barbara Freimuth were married in
September 2005. He is managing
editor of The National Psychologist,
a bimonthly newspaper for prac
ticing psychologists. The couple
reSides in Reynold sburg, Ohio, a
suburb of Columbu s.
Richard Andow, LA 87, is
chief estimator at Cupertino
Electric in San Francisco, which
specia li zes in high-rise com mer
cia l/residential, hospital, and
data-center installations. He and
his children-Alex, 15; Eric, 12;
and Christina, II - reside in
Brentwood, Calif. E·mail:
rfandow@yahoo. com
David P. Leighly, GA 87,
recently was named a shareholde r
of BWBR Architects, an architec
tural and interior design firm in
the Rice Park area of St. Paul,
Minn. A senior project arch itect,
Leighly, who has been with
the firm since 1999, focuses pri
marily on health -care facilit ies
and building-code issues. In his
spare time, he enjoys furniture
design, roller coasters, and Legos.
He and his wife, Caro le, and their
son, lan , 13, reside in Cottage
Grove, Minn .
Ntokozo S. Mthembu, EN
87, is fund manager for the inno
vat ion and technology unit at
Industrial Development Corpora
tion in Sandton, johannesburg,
South Africa. He earned an M.Sc.
degree in mechanical engineering
from Glasgow University in Scot
land in 1990 and a Ph.D. degree
in mechanical enginee ring from
the University of Cape Town in
South Africa, in 2004. He has
wo rked for severa l industries in
South Africa , including mining,
packaging, and manageme nt
consulting. As a hobby, he is
doing research in innova tion
and competitiveness. Mthembu
and his wife, Deborah (God frey)
Mthembu, have a daughter,
Dahnell , 8, and a so n, Njula , 3.
Junsoo Hur, SW 88, earned
a Ph .D. degree in SOCia l welfare
from State University of New York
in Albany and now is an associate
professor in the Departmen t
of Social Welfare at Soongs il
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Univers ity in Seoul, Korea. Hur
says he would be happy to guide
any Washington U. alumni or
faculty members visiting Korea.
Adele Medina O'Dowd,
FA 88, who is creative director of
Web projects at the U.S. Holo
caust Memorial Museum in Wash
ington, D.C., has crea ted a Web
site abou t contemporary genocide
in the Congo (www.ushmm.org/
museu m/ex hibit/on line/co ngo
journal!). Adele and her husband,
Kyle O'Dowd, BU 88, who have
been married IS yea rs, ha ve two
daughters- Li ly, 7, and Lucy, 4.
Barbara L. Campana, TI 89,
51 95, and Michael Campeau,
BU 75, were married on March 11,
2006, in Ste. Gen evieve, Mo. The
Ca mpea us reside in Richmond
Heights, Mo. Barbara, employed
in information systems for BJC
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Healthca re for 34 yea rs, now is
group manager. Michael joined
sys tem and network ad ministra
tion in informa tion techn ology
for the Boeing Co mpan y in
St. Louis in 2005 . He works on
"some really exciting projects for
the com pan y's Integrated Defense
Systems division."
FredericJ. Frommer, LA 89,
has written a new book, The

Lisa O. Stump, LW 89, was
among the Top 100 Missouri/
Kansas Super Lavvyers for 2005.
She was nomin ated by her peers
as being in the top 5 percent of
la vvye rs in the two states.

Washington Natiollals: 1859 to
Today, a history of baseball in

LA 90, and her husba nd, Colin
Graham, announce the birth of
thei r so n and daughter, C. Rhys
Graham and Brynn P. Gra ham, on
Aug. 15,2005. The family resides
in Fairfield, Conn .
Andrew L.W. Raimist, GA
90, who renovated the 1950s-era
residence of Harris Armstrong, a
St. Louis modernist architect, was,
via images and comments, an
integ ral part of an article on

the nat io n's capital , Washington ,
D.C., with a foreword by its
mayor, Anthony Williams. E-mail:
fjf67@yahoo.com
James c. Hetlage, LW 89, was
included in the Top 100 Missouri/
Kansas Super Lavvyers for 2005.
He was nominated by his peers
as being in the top 5 percent of
lawyers in the two states.
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Mark Olson,

~s
Bronwyn Prytherch-Graham,

Armstrong in the April 2006 issue
of Dwell magazine. Rai mist, prin
cipal of Raimist Architecture in
St. Louis, is focusin g on complet
ing a book on Armstrong. His
Kirkwood, Mo., home was
fea tured on HGTV 's Generation
Renovation in April. E-mail :
raimis t@raimistarchitectu re.com
Toivo Rovainen, LA 90,
danced in three Seattle Early
Dance performances at Benaroya
Hall, Seattle's symphony hall,
in January 2006. Each perfor
mance, part of a celebration of
Mozart's 250th birthday, traced
Eu ropea n sheet music by present
ing Grego rian chants, cos tum ed
Rena issa nce and Baroque dances,
and several Mozart pieces. Web
site: http: //www.seattleea rl y
dance.homestead .com. Regularly,
Rovainen dances and plays

Ph .D. '01

Plant Biologist Is High-Flier
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f we had a bird's-eye view
of trees, we could see how
they pattern their leaves
and branches to collect sun
light that fuels their growth.
Instead, we usually view
them from the ground . To
resolve that problem , Mark
Olson, Ph .D. '01, studies trees
in a paraglider that skims
above the treetops at 15 to
20 miles-an-hour.
In retrospect, the idea of
studying trees from the air
seems obvious. But Olson, now
assistant professor of biology
at the National University of
Mexico, was the first to do it.
He was also among the first to
realize the paraglider's poten
tial as a vehicle for scientific
discovery. Since his first flight
six years ago, the paraglider
has caught on as a scientific
tool, and Olson has been rec
ognized as one of the world's
best up-and-coming explorers
by the National Geographic
Society, which in 2004 named
him to its select group of
"Emerging Explorers."
Olson realized the potential
of aerial surveillance while
doing research for his doctor
ate in evolutionary and popu
lation biology. He wanted to

travel to remote locations in
northeast Africa but found
the sites inaccessible by foot
or land vehicle. A local
rancher offered to fly him in
a small plane, which landed
in dry riverbeds and other
makeshift landing strips.
To and from the sites,
Olson began to observe trees
from above, and then he
had a flash of insight. From
the ground looking up, one
tree species looks much like
another. From the air, the
configurations of branches
and foliage differ markedly
from species to species. "I
thought, well, of course,
that stands to reason . Trees
don't care what they look
like from the ground. But
they care very much what
they look like as they face
the sky because that's how
they collect Iigh t."
Olson returned to
St. Louis and learned to fly
small prop planes but found '
they went too fast for
research . Then he discovered
the paraglider, which lets
him putter above the tree
tops of Mexican forests
while snapping digital pho
tographs. He then returns

to the lab where computers
analyze the photos.
He wants to learn whether
plants follow repetitive pat
terns in their branches and
foliage to maximize light
gathering and other survival
functions . If that's true, every
broccoli should look pretty
much Like every other broccoli,
and every tree should look
pretty much like every other
tree of the same species.
The theory holds with broc
coli. But trees are tougher to
analyze because storms knock
off branches and change the
way they look. So with trees,
Olson expects to find that they
try to grow in repetitive pat
terns that maximize light gath
ering but aren't always able to
do so because of environ men
tal conditions and the wea th er.
While much of his
research focuses on trees,
shrubs, and vines of the
world's dry tropical forests,
his aerial research focuses on
rain forests, where trees are
much taller. That lets Olson fly
at higher, safer altitudes and
still get good photos.
His findings may yield criti
cal insights into how plants
work in general, knowledge
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Mark Olson is a biologist who
studies trees' growth patterns from
the air. His favorite mode of trans
portation is a paraglider. In 2004,
the National Geographic Society
included him in a select group
of "Emerging Explorers."
that could aid efforts to protect
endangered forests and to
help researchers create better,
stronger versions of the plants
tha t feed us.
Olson grew up in California
and went to undergraduate
school at the University of
California at Santa Barbara.
He had planned on a career
researching California flora,
but Washington University
opened new vistas. "At
Washington University, faculty
encouraged us to ask questions
with global implications," he
says. "With this research, I am
trying to learn things about
trees that could apply every
where."
- Doug Mcinnis
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recorder in performances with
Ravenrook Enterprises. Web site:
http: //www.ravenrook.com
Janet Stallman, FA 90, and her
husband, Mich ae l Frost, announce
the birth of twins, Ari and Eliana,
onjan. 12, 2006 They join their
brother, Adin , 3. The family resides
in Chicago, where Stallman is a
psychotherapi st/art therapist in
private practice.
Murray Dweck, LA 91, and
his wife, Stacey, announce the
birth of their daughter, Madison,
on Feb. 11 , 2006. She joins her
brother, Cooper, 2. The family
res ides in jensen Beach, Fla.,
where Murray is an OB/Gyn.
Barri Kalmans Fogel, LA 91,
a nd her husband, Kirby, announ ce
the birth of Samantha Elise on
April 14, 200S. She joins her twin
brothers, Ben and Max, 4. The
family resides in Huntsville, Ala .
P. Joseph McKee III, GB 91,
president/CEO of Paric Corpora
tion in St. Louis , has been named
th e 2006 Outstanding Engineer
in Construction by the St. Loui s
C hapter of the Missouri Society
of Professional Engineers.
Michael Naeger, GB 91, has
joined Morton Salt as plant engi
neering manager at the company 's
production facility on the Great
Salt Lake in Grantsville, Utah.
Laurie (Rosentbal) Seiler,
FA 91, and her huSband, Mark,
announce the birth of Sydney Mae
on March 7, 2006. The family
resides in Kensington, Md. Lauri e
has her own graphic design busi
ness, and Mark is a financial analyst
for the Department of Veterans
Affairs. E-mail: l_rosenthal@Com
cast.net
Lawrence "Larry"
Weinschel, LA 91, and Jennifer

Schuster, LA 91 , announce
the birth of Zachary Maxwell
Weinschel on jan. 10,2006. The
Weinschel-Schuster household in
Brooklyn also includes Dave, the
Cat. Weinsche l is a health-care
consultant at Stockamp & Associ
ates, and Schuster is an attorney
at McCarter & English in Newark.
E-mail: Iweinschel@yahoo.com;
schusterjen@yahoo.com
Debra "Deb" Berenson,
OT 92, and Eli Kronenberg were
married on June 12, 200S, in
Livingston, N.j . Many University
alumni attended and participated
in the wedding. The Kronenbergs
reside in Forest Hills, N.V. Deb,
now the proud "bonus" mom to
Philip, is an occupational thera pist
at the Variety Child Learning
Center, working with children with
special needs. Eli, a musician, is
band director at the Frank Sinatra
School of the Arts in Long Island
City, N.Y. E-mail: debums@aol.com
Lynne (Silber) Eichenbaum,
BU 92, and her husband, Gary,
announce the birth of Lana Nicole
in April 200S. She joins her brother,
Zachary, 2. After three years in
California, Gary and Lynne are
back on the East Coast, residing
just north of Princeton, N.J. E-mail:
Iynnesei ch@patmedia.net
Marci Rose Levine, LA 92,
with honors, has been promoted
to partner of Sonnenschein Nath &
Rosenthal law firm in Washington,
D.C. She is a member of the firm's
health-care group and focu ses
her practice on corporate and
transactional matters. Levine also
provides counsel to private eqUity
firms, venture capitalists, and
other organizatiOns in the finan cia l
services sector who are investing
in the health -care industry.

She earned a J.D. degree, with
high honors, from the George
Washington Universiry Law School
in Washington, D.C.
Veronica (Cherniak) O'Brien,
EN 92, and her husband, Luke,
announ ce the birth of Noah Conor
O'Brien on March 8, 2006. He joins
his sister, Lisa. The famiJy still
resides in Atlanta, where Veronica
is associate general counsel for
Andritz, an Austrian company.
E-mail: veronica.obrien@andritz.com
Tetsuro Wakatsuki, S192,
GM 99, now is assistant professor of
physio logy at the Medica l College
of Wisconsin in Milwaukee and
will be working with the college's
Biotechno logy and Bioengineering
Center. He also is vice president
and co-founder of a biotec hnology
start-up company, fnvivoSciences,
which has a resea rch and develop
ment laboratory at th e Technology
Innovation Center in the Milwau
kee County Research Park. Wakat
suki, formerly a research assistant
professo r in biochemistry and
molecular biophysics at Washing
ton University, conducts research
that involves using adult ste m cells
to engineer tissue that functions
like a beating heart.
Tamara Schaefer Beidle, SW
93, has opened Adoption Haven, a
licensed adoption agency in Kirk
wood, Mo. A licensed clinical social
worker, Beidle has provided adop
tion suppo rt services since 1997.
The new agency offers services for
all members of the adoption triad
birth parents, child, and adoptive
family-on a nondiscriminatory
basis. Its services include counseling
for birthparent(s) and their families
and free informational workshops
for prospective adoptive parents.
Web si te: www.adoptionhaven.com
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Michael Erdman, BU 93, and
hi s wife, Racbel Erdman, LA 93,
announce the birth of Seth Aaron
Erdman on Feb. 19, 2006. He joins
his sister, Amelia Brooke Erdman.
The family resides in Deerfield, III.,
and would enjoy hearing from old
friend s. E-mail: mherdman@sbcglo
bal.net; rmerdman@sbcgloba l.net
Christopher "Chris"
Kunard, EN 93, EN 93, an d
Amanda McPherson we re married
on Nov. 20, 200S, in San Diego,
where they reside and work. Both
are employed by Nokia-Chris as a
software development group man
ager and Amanda as a mechanical
engineer and team leader.
Karen Leick, LA 93, and
her husband, Scott DUOlmler,
announce the birth of Henry Allen
Dummler on Nov. 4, 200S. Leick,
who earned a Ph.D. degree in
English literature from Northwest
ern University in Evanston, III.,
in 2002, is assistant professor of
English at The Ohio State Univer
sity in Lima, Ohio. E-mail:
leick.l@osu.edu
Robert R. MacDonald III,
MD 93, has bee n voted chief of
staff-elect at Barnes-jewish St. Peters
(Mo.) Hospital. His tenure as chief
of staff will begin in january 2007.
This year, he is physician advisor
to the patient safety com mittee and
to the boa rd of directors for the
hospital. MacDonald, in the ENT
resident class of 1999, is an oto
laryngologist in private practice in
St. Cha rles, Mo.
Tana Senn, LA 93, and Kevin
Flaherty, BU 93, announce the
birth of Rachel Vivi an Senn on
july 28, 200S. She joins her brothe r,
Benjamin Flaherty. The famil y
resides in Mercer Island, Wash.
Allison Zivin, LA 93, and
Phillip GaIl, BU 91, announce
the birth of Adam Daniel Gall on
Sept. 29, 200S. He joins his sister,
jamie, 3. The family resides in New
York City. E-mail: azivin@mail.com
Arnor Bieltvedt, GF 94, a
native of Iceland and a resident
of Winnetka, III., where he is an
artist, art teacher, and head of the
art department at North Shore
Country Day School, had a solo
show at Art-iceland.com, a gallery
in the cen ter of Reykjavik, Iceland,
from Jan. 18-March 4, 2006.
Titled Heartbeat of Living Natllre,
the exhibition featured Bieltvedt's
most recent landscapes based on
his childhood memories of lceland.
Another show, titled Icelandic
Nature, which featured work
from the same series of landscapes,
was held at the IcelandiC Embassy
in Copenhagen, Denmark, from
March 31- April 7, 2006.
Neal Alexander CampbeU,
SW 94, moved to Maui in August
200S and has created a priva te
practi ce as a licensed clinical social
worker.

Neha Gandhi, EN 94, GB 99,
and her husband,John Hennelly,
GB 99, <:nnounce the birth of th eir
so n, Deven Gandhi Hennell y, on
Sept. 20, 2005. The famil y resides in
Chicago, where Gandhi is in phar
maceu tical marketing and Hennell y
is in hospital administration and
rea l esta te development. Gandhi,
a Cubs fan, and Hennelly, a Cards
fan, are vying for Deven's baseba ll
sou l. She says, "The bribing has
begu n." E-mail: gandhin@yahoo.
com; johnhennelly@yahoo.com
Rachel Glube, LA 94, LA 97,
and her husband, David Friedman,
announ ce the birth of Emily Sara
Friedma n on Oct. 4, 2005. The
family resides in Manhattan .
E-mail : glube@nyc. rr.com
Danielle (Zeitlen) Hughes,
FA 94, and her husband, Dave,
an no unce th e birth of Owen Tyler
Hughes on Aug. 19, 2005, in New
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York City. The family resides in
Forest Hills, NY.
Tovy McDaniel, LA 94, and hi s
wife, Neha (Shah) McDaniel,
EN 94, announce the birth of th eir
son, Kieran , o n Sept. 12, 2005, in
India . He joins his sister, Maya, 3.
To")' practiced law at Hogan &
Hartson in Washington, D.C., until
he joi ned the U.S. Department of
State as a foreign service officer. He
is posted to the U.S. Embassy in
New Delhi, where the family
resides. Prior to moving overseas,
Ne ha worked as a management
co nsu ltant and for the Ameri ca n
Red Cross. In july 2006, the fam il y
will move to La Pa z, Bolivia . E-mail:
shahn l 00ccilya hoo.com
Daryl Smith, GB 94, joined
ES PN as sen ior vice presiden t,
huma n resources, effecti ve jan. 30,
2006. He is based at ESPN's head
quarters, in Bristol, Conn. Most
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recentl y, he was vice president of
human resources for Cox Commu
ni catio ns in San Diego.
Mary "Molly" (Riley) Towns,
LA 94, and her hu sband, Hale
Towns, LA 95, announce the birth
of Elizabeth Gable on May 12,
2005. Molly is the manager of
merchandising solutions for
Quake r Tropica na Gatorade, and
Hale is th e HRIS manager at Katten
Mu chin Rosenman. The family
resides in Chicago. E-mail:
moll y_towns@hotmail.com;
hale_towns@yahoo.com
Robyn L. Hunter, LA 95, and
David L. Belchick, LA 95,
announce the birth of Isabel
Leighto n Hunter on Oct. 27, 2005,
in Boston, where the family resides.
NaolU Kawada, LA 95, an
attorney who focuses on corporate
and securities law and heads
th e japanese Practice Group in

Susan Borgen,

B.FA '80

Designing a Business That Fits to a 'T'

T

-party Antiques and Tea
Room , located in the
historic downtown section
of Darien , Connecticut, is th e
brainchild of Susan Borgen ,
B.F.A. '80. After a successful
graphiC design career, including
seven years with various New
York Ci ty companies and 17
years at her own fum, Susan
Borgen Design in Connecticut,
she was ready for a change .
"The bottom line is that I
didn 't want to be tied to the
computer forever for m y work,"
says Borgen . "Then one day m y
hu sband said to me: ' You know,
you don 't have to do graphiC
design forever. A lot of people
change professions in mid
stream.' And although I had
always thought somewhere in
the back of my mind about
opening an antique shop, I
never thought that [ could just
stop what I was doing and start
something new.
"[ have an entrepreneurial
spi rit," she continues. "[ have
a lot of energy and always like
trying new things. That part is
not daunting to me. That's
exciting. [ also knew that [
wanted to combine the antiques
with something else, and I felt

this would be the perfect com
bination, tea and antiques. "
T-Party opened its doors in
July 2003. While her business
partner, a talen ted chef,
crea tes the tea time trea ts,
Borgen keeps her creative
juices flowing by designing
all of the shop's marketing
m aterials, including the Web
site and logo, as well as the
ever-changing merchandising
displ ays of antiques and col
lectibles in the 1890 farm
house T-Party calls home.
" It's extremely satisfying,"
Borgen says. "I'm working
directly with the public now,
which I love. Many wonderful
people come in, and often
they come to celebrate some
thing special in their lives,
which makes it a really warm,
happy, fun place to work."
Although the tearoom
was not designed as an
English-style tearoom, British
patron s have happil y noted'
the Similarities, including the
traditional scones and clotted
cream. "We consider ourselves
to be a quintessentially
American tearoom," Borgen
says. The "T" in T-Party
Antiques and Tea Room

Greenberg Tra urig's Los Angeles
offi ce, has been promoted to
shareholder in the firm. He
travels frequently to Japan to
service an ex tensive list of more
than SO japanese clients. He
and hi s Wife, Pamela, reside in
Bel-Air, Calif.
Jessica Lerner, LA 95, and
Martin Halprin were married on
Nov. 19,2005, in New jersey. The
wedding party and guests included
ma ny University alumni. Jessica
negotiates master trading agree
ments for the Ba nk of Tokyo
Mitsubishi , UFj . Martin is a
professional firefighter and owns
AVMAR, a real estate in vestment
firm in Con necti cut. The couple
divides thei r time between ho mes
in New York City and Woodbridge,
Conn. Web site: www.atromos.com
Samantha (Rothman)
Potack, LA 95, and her husband,

harkens back to the earl y
20th century and the
Prohibition era, when many
women, often supporters of
the Temperance Movement
(with its trademark stand-alone
ca pital "T") , opened tearooms
in their homes.
There is no stereotypical
tearoom patron, Borgen notes.
She even has many male
patron s who love tea and
enjoy the generous amount of
food offered. Tea is served at
se t times, with two scheduled
seatings four days a week.
Frequently larger groups will
rent the entire place for special
events such as birthday parties,
showers, or simply an after
noon outing with friends.
"When you come for tea,
you're going to spend at least
an hour or more relaxing and
enjoying the food and the
company. It's a nice respite
in the middl e of a busy da y,"
says Borgen . "It's so mething
that I think is sorely needed,
and most people don 't take
the time out to do. It's a very
civilized and wonderful way

to reconnect with family
members or cherished friends. "
Borgen ha s no regrets about
giving up her successful design
bUSiness. " It's fun to go to work
every day," she says. "My hus
band and kids are incredibly
supportive, and [ love the people
who come in. Their enthusiasm
is just wonderful. It's infectious."
T-Party has also generated
attention from the local and
nation al media having received
a favor able review in the New
York Times as well as a segment
on Food Network's Roker 0/1 the
Road* series.
For more information, please
visit tpartyantiques.com. (*Roker
on the Road aired in September
200S and March 2006.)
-Tern McClain

Susan Borgen is
owner of T-Party
Antiques and Tea
Room in Darien,
Connecticut.

n

j

CLASSMATES

David, LA 95, announce the birth
&: Bacon in Kansas City to law firm
of justin Max on Nov, 19,2005 , He
Moser &: Marsalek in St. Louis in
joins his sister, Alexa julia, 2. The
january 2006. He and his wife,
Tara jensen, LW 96, have one
family resides in Chappaqua, N.Y.
Ericj. Schaefer, BU 95, and his son-Avery Gray, 5-and one
daughter-OJivia Gray, 3.
wife, Nora, announce the birth of
Scott Hurley, LA 96, and Tracy
Lucas Edan Schaefer on Dec. 30,
2005. The family resides in Scotts·
Marich were married on Nov. 12,
dale, where Eric is a principal at the 2005. The wedding party and guests
commercial, real estate firm Schaefer included many University alumni.
&: Associates, at which he works
The Hurleys reside in Royal Oak,
with his father, Donald Schaefer, Mich., where Scott is the geo
BU 65. E-mail: eriC@Screaz.com
graphic information systems
Nancy (Lefkowitz) Strass
manager for Wade Trim, a civil
berg, BU 95, and her husband,
engineering consulting firm. Tracy,
Keith, announce the birth of Sara
a 1998 graduate of Central Michi
gan University in Mount Pleasant,
on Oct. 18,2005. She says the
works for the Ferndale Career
family, including Murray, the dog,
"are all doing great." They reside on Center/Michigan Works! agency.
Long Island. E-mail: n1249@
E-mail : scott.tracy.hurley@
yahoo.com
gmail.com
Brian Vitale, GA 95, senior
Thomas Roodhouse, LA 96,
associate in charge of design for the and his wiIe, Ann, announce the
Chicago office of 4240 Architecture, birth of their first child, Hannah
Elizabeth Roodhouse, on Dec. 10,
received the Young Alumni Award
from the College of Architecture,
2005. The family resides in
Graduate School of Art &: Urban
Mansfield , Mass. Roodhouse is
Design, part of the Sam Fox School
a general surgeon at Morton
Hospital, a community-based
of Design &: Visual Arts, in April
medical center serving southeast
2006.
Elizabet.h Wattenberg, LA 95, ern Massachusetts.
was named one of Atlanta's Top 10
Bob Hardester II, GB 97,
Athletes in the February 2005 issue
and his family-jennifer; Grace,S;
of Sports & Fitness Magazine, reports
and Bobby III, 2-recently moved
to St. Charles, Ill., near Chicago.
her mother, joan L. Dillon,
BU 63, LW 66. "Liz and her team
Hardester is chief information
officer for GE Commercial
finished first in the North Georgia
Distribution Finance. E-mail:
Adventure Race and went on to
ha rdes ters@sbcglobal.net
compete in the Nationals in
November 2005, finishing that
David john Katz, LA 97,
race in 29 hours," Dillon says. "Liz
earned a Ph.D. degree in molecu
works for Perimeter Transportation
lar biology from Princeton Univer
sity in Princeton, N.]., in August
Coalition in Atlanta and strives to
2005. More importantly, he says,
interest people in alternative trans
portation methods."
while at Princeton he met Tamara
Ryl Ashley, LA 96, and her
Caspary, whom he married on
hUSband, George Papadopoulos,
May 14,2004, at Smithgall Woods
State Park near Atlanta. Many
announce the birth of their daugh
ter, Zoe Papadopoulos, on Nov. 8,
University alumni attended the
2005 . The family has relocated from wedding. Katz now is a postdoc
toral fellow at Emory University in
New York City to Athens, Greece,
where Ashley continues to work in
Atlanta. The couple resides "hap_
pily in Atlanta with three frogs. "
equity research as a supervisor>'
Scott Lipman, LA 97, and
analyst on a contract baSis. E-mail:
joanna D'Afflitti were married in
ryl.ashley@gmail.com
Lauren Osterwell Fineman,
Harvard, Mass., on july 10, 2005,
LA 96, and her husband, Steven,
The couple resides in Brooklyn,
announce the birth of their first
N.Y. , where Scott is director
child, Samantha Leigh, on Sept. 30, of a public middle school in
2005 . The family resides in Sarasota, Sunset Park.
Fla., where Lauren is marketing
Louis]. Schwartzberg, LW
97, and his wife, Caryn, announce
director for Harris Private Bank
the birth of Lila Rae on March 4,
in Florida and Steven is a neph
rologist.
2006. She joins her sister, Mia.
jeanie Y. Welker, FA 97,
Brendan M. Gibbons, LA 96,
LA 96, who earned an M.A. degree
traveled the world for five years
in international commerce and
as an officer in the U.S. Navy.
poliCy through the School of Public She was to earn a B.S. degree
Policy at George Mason University
from the University of Missouri
in Fairfax, Va., became the director
in RoUa in May 2006, and she
of government affairs for the Ameri plans to attend veterinary school
can Association of Exporters &:
at the University of Missouri in
Importers in November 2005. He
Columbia in fall 2006.
and his wife, Dawn, and their son,
Rohini Bajaj, LA 98, and her
Quinn, reside in Laurel, Md.
husband, Rushi, announce the
Richard L. Gray, LW 96,
birth of their daughter, Semaya,
moved from law firm Shook, Hardy on March 1,2006. The family
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resides in Dallas, where the couple
practices dentistry.
Maria Rosaria Mignano
Braswell, OT 98, and her hus
band, james Alton Braswell, who
earned a B.S. degree and an M,S.
degree from East Carolina Univer
sity in Greenville, N.C., announce
the birth of Elisabeth Maria
Braswell on May 27,2005. She
joins her Sister, Celia Marie, 2. The
family resides in Monroe, N.j.
Catherine Fisher, BU 98,
LA 98, and Tim Dale, of Kirkwood,
Mo., were married on Dec. 28,
2005. Fisher says that, with her
two sons from a previous mar
riage, they are immensely enjoy
ing being a family and "hanging
out being 'married, boring, and
tired.'" Fisher owns her own real
estate sales and property manage
ment company, Fisher &: Com
pany, focused on multi-family
investment properties. She says,
"Please drop me an e-mail to catch
up. I'd love to hear from you ."
E-mail: cefisher@gmail.com
Steve johnston, LW 98, was
named general counsel for the
Oakland Athletics Baseball Com
pany in january 2006.
Sara (Sperling) Mintz, LA
98, and her husband, Todd
Miutz, EN 98, announce the birth
of jeffrey Levi on Jan. 29, 2006. He
joins his sister, Lily, 2. The family
continues to reSide in Rockville,
Md. E-mail: jr_mintz@comcast.net
Rachel Pase, LA 98, and her
hUSband, David Sosland,
announce the birth of Ethan
Samuel Sosland on july 18, 2005.
Pase earned an M.D. degree from
the University of Kansas through
its medical center in Kansas City,
Kan., in 2003.
Marissa (Berkow) Rosen,
LA 98, SW 00, and her husband,
Howard Rosen, BU 98, GB 04,
announce the birth of joshua
Michael on Jan. 12, 2005. The
family resides in St. Louis, where
Howard is a vice president with
Stifel, Nicolaus-a full-service
regional brokerage and investment
banking firm headquartered in
St. Louis-and Marissa is an
Employee Assistance Program
consultant at Magellan Health
Services.
Isha Ruparel, BU 98, earned a
master's degree in journalism and
communication from Ohio State
University in Columbus. Ruparel,
who plans to pursue a career in
public relations in the Columbus
area, is active in the University's
Alumni and Parents Admission
Program. E-mail : ishaneha5@
yahoo.com
Christy Travis, LA 98, and
C. Graham Gerst were married
on March 12, 2005, in Chicago.
Guests included many University
alumni. The Gersts reside in
Chicago, where both are attorneys,

practicing respectively in the areas
of employment/labor and intellec
tual property litigation. E-mail:
cstravis 1968@yahoo.com
Mike Weckesser, GB 98, and
Jim Hoppe have adopted their
second child, Grant Weckesser
Hoppe, born june 18, 2005.
Chris (Marschel) Win, LA 98,
and Patrick Win, LA 98,
announce the birth of their
fraternal twin sons, Epley William
Win and Beckham Htain Win,
on Nov. 20, 2005. Chris stepped
down from her position as a
student health educator at
Washington University to
become a full-time mother,
and Patrick continues his fellow
ship training in allergy and
immunology at Barnes-Jewish
Hospital. The family resides in
Richmond Heights, Mo. E-mail:
chrisjif@hotmail.com
Kelly (Lunt) Chandler,
BU 99, and her husband, Mike,
announce the birth of ZaChary
joseph onjan. 6, 2006. He joins
his brother, Dylan Michael, 4.
Kelly and Mike remain with
Express Scripts and Citigroup,
respectively. The family resides
in O' Fallon, Mo.
Stephen Daniel Feldman,
BU 99, and his wife, Leah
Friedman, relocated in fall 2005
from SI. Louis to Raleigh-Durham
Chapel Hill, N.C. Leah, a news
paper reporter, got a reporting
position with the News & Observer,
the daily newspaper in the
region. Stephen, after leaving
Bryan Cave law firm in St. Louis,
joined a litigation boutique
named Ellis &: Winters in Raleigh,
where his practice includes
commercial litigation, product
liability, and antitrust. He says,
"If you are a WU grad living in
the Triangle, please look liS up!"
E-mail: stephen_feldman@
elliswinters.com
Laura Garofalo, BU 99,
and joseph El-Etr, LA 98, were
married on Aug. 20, 2005, in
Chicago, where the couple resides.
The wedding party and guests
included many University alumni.
Laura earned two degrees-an
M.B.A. and a j.D.-from Loyola
University in Chicago and prac
tices labor and employment law
in the law firm Holland &: Knight.
joe is an options trader at the
Chicago Mercantile Exchange and
is pursuing an M.B.A. degree from
Loyola University.
Shoshana Kovac, LA 99,
and Gregory Parets were married
on Sept. 4, 2005, in Rockville,
Md. The wedding party and
guests included many University
alumni. The Paretses reside in
New York City, where Shoshana
does marketing strategy for the
entertainment industry and is
pursuing an M.B.A. degree from

New York U niversity. E-mail:
s jkovaC@ya hoo.com
Sapna (Ravi) Kudchadkar,
LA 99, a nd h er husband, Raj,
announce th e bilth of th eir first
child, Kishen Ravi Kud cha dkar,
on Dec. 18, 2005. Th e family
res ides near Baltimore, where
Sap na is com pletin g a pediatric
res ide ncy a t johns Hopk ins Uni
versity and w ill begin a combined
fellowship in a n esth es ia and
pediatric critical care m edici ne in
Jul y 2006. Raj is an attorn ey for
th e Maryland Coa lition for Inclu
sive Educati on. E-mail : sa pnal@
gmail. com
Amy (Schaffner) Potter,
OT 99, a nd her hu sba nd,
jonathan, OT 99, an noun ce the
birth of Isaac Mi chae l on April 9,
2005. In january 2006, th e family
reloca ted to Rochester, Minn.,
wh ere Jon is a n occ upati o nal
th erap ist an d Amy is an o n-call
occupa tional therapi st, both at
the Mayo Cl inic.
Dana Rosenfeld, BU 99, and
Da niel Levinson were married on
Feb. 4, 2006, in Denve r. The
Levinso ns met in Minneapo li s
after Dana m oved there to be
aSSOC iate marketi n g director for
General Mill s, a position she took
after ea rnin g an M.B. A. degree
from the Uni vers ity o f Texas in
Austin in 2004. Dani el, who is
from Los Angeles, did his und e r
graduate work at Northwestern
University in Evanston, III. , a nd
earned an M.B.A. degree from the
University of Ca lifornia in Los
Angeles. He is marketing director
for Best Buy Corporati on.
Hedvig Berry Wibskov,
LA 99, an d Michael Schack Balle
Je nsen were marri ed in Copen 
hagen, De nmark, on May 28,
2005, with a fo ll owi ng cel ebra ti on
o n Aug. 6, 2005, in Missouri. The
coupl e resides in Cope nh agen,
where Wibskov works for the
Europea n h eadqu arters of the
Wor ld Health O rganiza ti o n and
jensen is a fi nan c ia l analyst with
th e Danish Ministry of Defence.
E-ma il : hedvig_w@h o tmaiJ. com
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Thomas Fisher, LW 00, has
formed the Fisher Patent Group in
Hickory, N.C. The firm prepares
and prosecutes paten t applica
tio ns. E-mail: tfisher@fisher
pa tentgroup.com
Deborah Levine, LA 00, a nd
Christopher Timmerman,
LA 00, were married July 3, 2005,
at th e Heinz Hi story Center in
PittSbu rgh. The co upl e resid es in
Some rvill e, Mass. Debby is a
Ph .D. candid ate in th e hi story of
science at Har vard University in
Ca mbridge, Ma ss., and Chri s
ea rned an M.Arch . degree from

th e University o f Pennsylvania
in Philad elp hia in 2004. He is a
designer with Shep ley Bulfinch
Richardson &: Abbott in Bosto n.
E-mail : debbyandchris@gmail.com
Krystal White, LA 00, GR 00,
and Eric Compton, EN 0 1, SI
01, announce th e birth of their
daughter, Raina Compton, on
M ay 4, 2005. The family resid es
in the St. Louis area , w here Wh ite
teaches math at Mary [n stitute
Countr y Day Sch ool a nd EriC is a
programmer fo r Reuters America.
Tracy (Odvody) Figueroa,
LW 01, and h er husband, Brian,
announce the birth of Sabrina
Grace Figue roa o n Jan. 13, 2006.
The family res ides in Co rpus
Chris ti, Texas, where Tracy is a
staff attorney and head o f th e
disaste r assista nce practice a rea
at Tex as RioG ran de Legal Aid.
Anaxet Y. jones, LA 01,
co m ple ted a two -yea r st int in
jinan , C hina , where sh e taught
En gli sh to master's and Ph.D.
stud ents. Now, she is a firs t-year
law studen tat Georgetown
Un ive rsity La w Cen ter in
Wa shingto n, D.C. E-mail: ayj2(g)
law.georgetown.edu
Ben Kiel, FA 01, who rece ntly
earned an M.A. degree in typefa ce
desi gn from the University of
Readin g in the United Kingdom ,
n ow works for House In dus tries,
a type foundry in Delaware.
Linda Kim, LA 01, and
Gowri Krishna, LA 01, are
celebrating this year as their fifth
as roommates in New York City,
where both have furthered their
form al ed ucation. Kim, who
teach es 4th grade at a pu blic
sch oo l, is wor king toward a
m as ter's degree in IiteraC)' from
Bank Street Co llege of Educa ti o n .
Kris hna earned a la w degree fr om
Fordham University in May 2006
and will be an Equ al Justice
Works Fe llow at t h e Urban justice
Center, a community develop
ment project, in fall 2006.
julie Nebel, FA 01, a nd
Michae l Dooley were married o n
Oct. 9, 2005, at the jewel Box in
Forest Park in St. Loui s. julie, a
de velopmental edito r for Elsevier,
a health sc iences publisher,
continues to do port raits part
time. Mike is a se ni or finan Cial
analyst for Correcti o nal Medical
Services. They res ide in the c ity
of St. Louis.
Grace (Messah) Dean,
LA 02, and h e r husband , Jason
Dean, recently moved to Waco ,
Texas, where Grace is attending
Baylor Univers ity Grad uate
School to ea rn a doctoral degree
in psyCho logy. They are happ ily
settl ed in their first hou se with
th e ir dog, Luther, and tw o cats,
Mishi and Cotto n .
Emily Fredrix, LA 02,
rece ntl y beca me th e business

writer for the Milwaukee bureau
o f the Asso cia ted Press (A P).
Previously, sh e was in AP bureaus
in St. Loui s; To peka, Kan.; Wash
ington , D.C.; and Oma ha, Neb.
Emily Maki-Rusk, LW 02,
and her husband , Simon Ru sk,
announce the birth of Stella
Miri am Rusk on May 6, 2005.
They have moved from C hicago
to St. Joseph, Mich., where Simon
practices law and Emil y is takin g
a break from practicin g law to
enjoy Stell a. E- mail : makirusk@
ameri tech. net
Veena Ramani, GL 02, whose
experience includ es lobby in g
government a nd ot her stakehold
ers at international, nati ona l, and
loca l levels on sustainable devel
opment, has joined the manage
ment con sultin g team at CDM ,
a co nsultin g, engin eeri ng, con
struction , and operation s firm
based in Ca mbrid ge, Ma ss.
Suzanne Sullivan, AR 02,
and Dus tin Cody were m a rri ed
on May 21, 200S, in Newa rk,
Ohio. Several University a lumni
attended and participated in the
wedding. Th e coupl e res ides in
Newark, wh ere Suzanne is a
d es igner and proj ect manager at
a local d esign/build com pan y and
Dustin works for Law Gen era l
Co ntrac ting.
Robert Joseph Carreon, LA
0 3, is in his thi rd year of teaching
World Hi sto ry to sophomores at
james Earl Ca rte r Hi gh School in
La j oya, Texas. He teaches an
adva nced placement secti o n and
also serves as sponsor o f th e
National Honor SOCiety. In add i
tion , he se rves as head o f the
Social Stud ies Department and is
on the adv iso ry co mmittee design
in g th e curriculum for a new hi gh
schoo l in hi s schoo l di strict.
Alice S. Kim, LW 04, is an
aSSOC iate at O' Hagan, Smi th &
Amundsen in C hi cago.
Lin-Kuel Jackson Ling,
G B 04, chairman/CEO o f Enhance
Holding Corp. in Shanghai,
recei ved a Dist in gu ished Business
Alumni Award from the O lin
School of Busin ess in May 2006.
Alison Sparks Marischen,
LVV 04, has joined Po lsinelli
Sha Han Welte Suelthaus law firm
as an aSSOCiate in the real estate
department. Previous ly, she
served as law cl erk to the Ha n.
Stephen N. Limba ugh , Jr., of the
Supreme Court of Misso uri and
to th e Hon. Jea n Hamilton of
th e U.S. Di strict Court, Eas te rn
District of Mi ssouri.
Bryan Muehlberger, GB 04, a
site head for Pfizer In c.'s corporate
IT application hosting services
group in St. Louis, has been
named to the St. LOllis Business
!ol/mal's "40 Under 40" class of
2005, a li sting of outstanding
professio nals under th e age o f 40.
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Andrea jordan, LA (a rchitec
ture) OS, has join ed Kwame Build
ing Group in St. Louis as pro jec t
en gin eer. She is project enginee r
for th e firm 's 1-64 upgrade proj ect.
Daniel Rashid , FA OS, ha s
joined McCann Erickson as a
junior copywriter in its Birming
h am, Mi ch., office. He had been
fr ee lanc ing for the firm for seve ral
months . Previously, he h ad an
inte rnsh ip with the Hugh es G roup
in C lay ton , Mo .

In Memoriam
1920&
Laliah Florence (Curry) Runyon,
GR 26, GR 28; Jan . '06
Helen (Miller) Cos te llo, GR 27;
Oct. 'OS
Hendri ka (Berken bosch ) Gans,
LA 28; March '06
19305
Florence (Austin ) Bush, LA 3 1;
Jan. '06
Lal'vrence M. Aronberg, LA 32,
MD 36; Feb. '06
Helen E. Jones, LA 32; Oct. 'OS
Vladi mir Anastasoff, EN 33; Feb. '06
Ru th H. Junkin, NU 33; Ma rch 'OS
Mary E. (Weiss) Barnhart, NU 34;
March '06
Paul G. I3enignus, GR 34; Dec. 'OS
Ralph H. Dumbell, LA 34; Feb. '06
Vivi an M (W hiteside) Sprigg,
SW 34, SW 41 ; Feb. '06
C harles ]. Crawley, LW 35; April '06
Dorothea (Pu lliam) Frankl, NU 35;
Nov. 'OS
Vi rginia Frenzel, LA 35; Nov. 'OS
Theodore M. Gilm o re, LA 35;
Dec. 'OS
Laura jane (Davis) Nolan, LA 35;
May 'OS
K. Virginia Toed tmann , UC 35;
jan . '06
John A. Woli, LW 36; Feb. '06
Fra n cis S. Kleeman, EN 37; Oct. 'OS
Jane (Chasnoff) Olm e r, GR 37;
March '06
Audrey H. (G o ldstein) Senturia,
LA 37; jan. '06
Anthony F. Pirai no, M D 38; Nov. 'OS
Ela ine Miriam (N ieh aus) Toelle,
LA 38; March '06
Richard Klann, GR 39; Dec. 'OS
Huston E. Wadlow, EN 39; Feb. '06
19405
john E. Linster, LW 40; Feb. '06
Lewis F. Lyman, EN 40; Dec. 'OS
Henry B. Voges, BU 41; jan. '0 6
j o hn]. Cole, LA 42, LW 42;
March '06
SE. Freund, LA 42; March '06
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George j. Rupprecht, DE 42;
March '06
john C. Bowden, LA 43; jan . '06
Norman julius Sulkin, BU 43;
Feb. '06
Kathryn L. (Graffigna) Favre, UC 44,
GR 51; March '06
Samuel P. Simon, jr., BU 44; Feb. '06
Eru Tanabe, LA 44; Dec. 'OS
Leatrice (Horwitz) jabJonow, BU 45;
Feb. '06
j . Taylor Vernon, MD 45; Nov. 'OS
john G. Amdor, DE 46; Nov. 'OS
Elizabeth Virginia Ann (Sovereign)
Kauper, NU 46; Nov. 'OS
Mary M. Lewis, SW 46; Feb. '06
james B. Moffett, MD 46; March 'OS
Marilyn E. (Lehman) Baker, BU 47;
jan. '06
Alice (Paxman) Chambers, NU 47;
july 'OS
William O. Cord, GR 48; july '05
Col. julia E. Decker, NU 48;
Nov. '05

Melvin Gamm, BU 48; june '05
Lorna (Thomas) Greer, NU 48;
Feb. '06
Herbert H. Soule, BU 48, SW 51;
March '06
Nancy Y. (Young) Brown, LA 49,
GR 52; Feb. '06
Harold V. Fabick, EN 49; Dec. '05
Euge ne Z. Frerichs, LA 49; Feb. '06
Harrison D. King, BU 49, LW 49;
Feb. '06
Dale C. Rea, LA 49; March '06
Meryl T. Schroeder, LW 49; Feb. '06
Nicholas G. Stamulis, BU 49;
March '06
William R. Wallingford, LA 49;
Feb. '06
Richard W. Webb, BU 49; March '06
Donald D. Zahner, LA 49; Feb. '06
1950s
Robe rt S. Burson, EN 50; Feb. '06
Robert Arthur Busse, EN 50; Feb. '06
Hon. Paul E. Corning, Jr., LA 50,
LW 53; jan. '06
Billy Hopkins, DE 50; Sept. 'OS
Clifford T. johnson, BU 50; Feb. '06
Benson Levine, LA 50; Feb. '06
William Charles Nichols Ill, HA 50;
Dec. '05
Satenik (Nahikian) O'Donnell,
SW 50; March '06
Richard W. Wilson, BU 50; Feb. '06
Arthur I. Wissman, UC SO; Feb. '06
Charles G. Woelfer, EN 50;
March '06
Robert L. Ziervogel, BU 50; Feb. '06
Betty (Moore) Burford, LA 51;
june 'OS
Forest D. Harris, MD 51; Sept. '05
Marianne (Gauss) Se im, LA 51;
Dec. 'OS
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Walter F. Timm, LA 51 , LW 53;
March '06
Adele (Vermeersch) Husk, LA 52;
Sept. 'OS
William F. Newberry, LW 52;
Aug. '05
Robert D. Schiller, EN 52, EN 54;
Aug . '05
Frances Earle (Millard) Sykes,
NU 52; Dec. 'OS
Iva Marie (Harris) Barnard, NU 53;
Feb '06
Frankl Sedlacek, EN 53; Oct. 'OS
William H. Andrews, jr., HA 54;
March '06
Mary E. (Hukill) Leever, LA 54;
Feb. '06
Kenneth H. Norris, GR 54; Oct. 'OS
William D. Rund, LW 54; jan. '06
Chester Danett, UC 55; jan. '06
Robert L. Hatch, DE 55; Oct. 'OS
Richard O. Fox, MD 56; Dec. '05
john A. McCarty, LW 56; March 'OS
Clement Seitelsohn, UC 56;
Feb. '06
William C. Twenhoefel, LA 56;
jan, '06
Daniel B. Gale, AR 57; March '06
Patrick L. Herin, EN 57; March '06
Mary C. (Newander) Hilton, LA 57,
GR 63, GR 76; March '06
Edward C. Rathmann, BU 57;
Feb. '06
Robert F. Clements, EN 58; jan. '06
Constantine S. Inn es, MD 58;
N ov. '05

Ronald E. Brandtman, Sr., EN 59;
Feb. '06
Edward T. Kuefler, EN 59; March '06

David L. Lacombe, EN 65, SI 67;
Dec. '05
Gordon O. Begeman, EN 67;
Feb. '06
Mary Louise Brown, GN 67;
May '05
Armand V. Dellande, UC 67;
Dec. '05
Carol (Pike) Katz, GN 67; June 'OS
Charles W. Darling, GR 68;
Feb. '06
Mary Katherine (Heikes) Krampfert,
UC 68, GR 81; Feb '06
Pearl Pierce, GR 68; Sept. 'OS
Ralph H. Pie rce, GR 68; March 'OS
Gerald B. Skutt, GR 68; jan. '06
Alan W. Busby, MD 69; Nov. '05
Irene M. Eveland, UC 69; Feb. '06
Tho mas P. Melican , SW 69;
jan . '06
1970s
june E. Barnes, UC 70; April 'OS
George E. Beck, Jr., UC 70, UC 75;
jan. '06
Mary (Croa!) Campbell, GR 71;
Jan . '06
'06
Rev. Alan R. Cohen, MD 71; jan.
Rita C. Seigler, UC 71;jan. '06
Betty B. Christensen, UC 72;
july 'OS
Darrell D. Green, TI 72; Oct. 'OS
james D. Herrick, UC 72; Jan. '06
john W. Spell, UC 72; Nov. 'OS
joseph Anthony Komos, UC 76;
March '06
Robert Bennett Satchell, LW 76;
Feb. '06
jill L. (Buchmiller) Franklin, GB 78;
March '06
LOi sJ. Basem an, LW 79; May 'OS
Thomas Henry Gregory, LA 79;
jan. '06

1960s
Hoyt D. Duncan, GR 60; Jan. '06
Ben C. Harmon, MD 60; March '06
David B. McDonald, EN 60;
1980s
March '06
Vicki Lee Betts, GB 81; June '05
Edward L. Welch, LW 60; Jan. '06
David Michael Tarlow, MD 81;
George W. Brann, UC 61; Feb. '0 6
March '06
Neal R. Fink, UC 61; March '06
A.Joseph Younger II, EN 81;
E. Frederick C. Gain, Sr., EN 61,
April '05
LW 65; Feb. '06
Karin (Amick) Levi ne, LA 83;
jean (Spi res) Hayden, UC 61,
Dec. '05
Dec. '05
Gary
Allyn Fanger, Tl 85, UC 94;
BevilyT. Hundley, UC 61; Sept. 'OS
Jan. '06
Joanne Linder Kerman, LA 61,
john Herbert Rin g, UC 89, jan. '06
SW 81; March '06
james R. Kearney Ill, GR 62; jan. '06
1990s
Charlotte (Phillips) Taylor, UC 62;
Alexa nder Knight Mills, GB 91;
Jan. '06
Feb. '06
jean E. (Davis) Erdal, UC 63;
Richard Ray Clinebellll, GR 93;
Nov. '05
Feb. '06
Marilyn (Sumner) Harrod, GR 63;
He len Yolanda Riddle, SW 99;
March '06
Oct. 'OS
Michael DenniS Metzger, LA 63;
Feb. '06
2000s
Reuben M. Morriss Ill, LW 64;
Bruce N. Hensley, GR 00; Jan. '06
jan. '06
Katsunori Nagai, GB 05; Oct. '05
William A. Kenley, UC 65; jan. '06
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In Remembrance
Harish C. Agrawal
Harish C. Agrawal, retired professor
of neurology and of pediatrics, died
February 3, 2006, in Miami after a
long illness. He was 66.
Born in India, Agrawal earned a
doctorate in biochemistry from th e
Univers ity of Allahabad in Uttar
Pradesh, India. Prior to arriving at
Washington Univers ity in 1970,
he was a lecturer at Charing Cross
Hospital's Department of Biochem
istry in London.
Agrawal, whose research
interest was in the myelination
and demyelination of the central
nervous system, received the
Research Career Development
Award from the National Institutes
of Health from 1974-79. He con
tributed numerous sc ientifi c papers
on var ious aspects of myeJln pro
tein s and their role in demyelina
tory disorders.
He is survived by his wife, Daya;
two sons; and two grandsons.

Jack Botwinick
jack Botwinick, professor emeritus
of neurology in the School of
Medicine and of psychology in
Arts & SCiences, died February 12,
2006, in St. Louis after a brief
illness. He was 83.
Born in Brooklyn, New York,
Botl·v inick ea rned a doctorate from
New York University in 1953.
He was a research scientist in the
laboratory on aging at th e National
institute of Mental Health and a
faculty member in the Gerontology
Center at Duke University in
Durham, North Carolina , before
coming to Washington University
as professor of psychology in 1968.
Hi s successfu l psychology textbOOk,
Aging and Behavior, was first pub
lished in 1973.
Botwinick played a key role in
the development of the Washing
ton University Alzheimer's Disease
Research Center (ADRC). In 19 79,
Leonard Berg, now professor emeri
tus of neurology in the School of
Medicine, in colJaboration with
Botwinick and Martha Storandt,
professor of psychOlogy in Arts &
SCiences, received a three-year grant
from the National Institute of
Mental Health to stu dy the natura l
hi story of Alzheimer's disease, and
the Mem ory and A!:,>ing Project
(MAP), the precursor to the ADRC,
was born.
"jack's involvement resulted in
immediate credibility for MAP's
longitudinal neuropsychological
studies, as he already was widely
acknowledged for his expe rtise in
cognitive aging," says john C.
Morris, the Harvey A. and Dorismae
Hacker Friedman Distinguished
Professor of Neurology, professor

of pathology and immun o logy,
and director of the ADRC. " It is not
an overstatement to say that the
ADRC may not h ave come into
being h ere at Washi ngto n Univer
si ty School of Medicine without
Jack BOMinick." In 1982, BOMinick
ea rn ed a jOint appointment as
professor of ne urology.
He is survived by his wife, Joa n;
three daughters; and four gran d
daughters.

Alexander Calandra
Alexander Calandra, professor
emeritus of physical scien ces in
the physics department in Arts &
SCi ences, died March 8, 2006, at
St. Lu ke's Hospital in Chester fi eld,
Missouri, fr om com p lications of a
stroke. He was 95.
Born in New York City a nd
ed ucated a t Brooklyn Coll ege in
New York, Calandra earn ed a
bachelor's d egree in chemistry in
1935. I-Ie tau ght at Brooklyn
Co llege whil e working toward a
doctora te in statisti CS, whi ch he
earned from New York University in
New York Ci ty in 1940. He served
as visiting professor of chemistry
at the University of Chicago from
1945 until 1947, d uring whic h time
he also did graduate studies in
physics under Enrico Fermi.
Ca landra, a resident of Ballwin,
Missouri , was a Washington Univer
sity faculty m em ber from 1948-79.
Hi s most popular course was a
physics course for nonscience
majors. He also became known as
a cri tic of the" n ew ma th" reform s,
w hich were popular in th e 1960s.
He served as science cons ultant for
the St. Louis Public Schools at tha t
tim e and wa s a participant in the
1965 White House Confe re nce on
Edu ca ti on.
In 1969, Calandra a lso joined
the facul ty o f Webster University in
St. Lo uis as chairm an of th e science
department. In 1979, h e received
th e highes t hon o r in physics teach
ing-the Robert A. Milliken Award
from th e American ASSOCiation of
Physics Teachers.
Survivors includ e his w ife,
Martha Calandra; three dau gh ters;
and nine grandchildren.

Art Carlson
Art Carl son, professor em eritus of
accounting at the Olin School of
Business, di ed j a nuary 14, 2006,
while undergoing surgery to treat
an infection that had spread
throughout his hody. He was 82.
Carlson ea rned a n und ergraduate
deg ree h om his h ome town schoo l,
th e Universi ty of Wisconsin in
Wh itewate r, from which he later
received a Distinguished Alumni
Award.
From 1943-46, h e served in the
U.S. Navy. Working as a supply and

disbursing offi ce r, he pe rform ed
con voy duty in the Mediterra nea n .
He earned a master's degree in
business administration h om
Ha rvard University in Cambridge,
Massach usetts, and a doctorate in
production and m anagemen t fro m
Northwestern University in
Evanston, Illino is.
Carlson joined the business
sc hoo l faculty in 1952 and retired
in 1988. "Art cared deeply about
his teaching and abou t each o f his
students," says Gary M. Hochberg,
associate dean of undergraduate
programs at th e O lin Sch oo l. "Even
after h e re tired , he continued to
be around th e School, using th e
emeritus faculty office h ere in
Sim o n Hall an d havin g lunch a t
Whittemore House every day at
11 :30 a.m., like clockwork. " During
his tenure, Ca rlson also was active
in ma ny professional o rganizat ions.
He is survived by his wife of 61
yea rs, Lorra ine; a son; a sister; three
gra ndch ildren; and fo ur great
grandchildren.

Sol L. Garfield
Sol L. Garfield, profess or em eritus
of psychology in Arts & Sciences
who was known as one of th e m os t
freq uentl y cited and influ e ntial
psychologists in America , died
August 14, 2004, in Cleveland.
He was 86 .
Garfield, wh ose parents were
among jews who immigrated from
Russia-Pol and to America to esca pe
persecuti on in the 1890s, grew up
in Ch icago, where h e worked in
his father's grocery store. Wo rking
diligently to advance from the
ma rgins of soci ety to a professional
life, h e ea rned a bachelor's d egree,
master's degree, and doctoral
degree from Northwestern Univer
sity in Evanston, Illinois.
After graduation, h e became a
clini ca l psychologi st in th e U.S.
Army during World War IT. After
ward , from 1946-56, he held
va rious pos itions wi th th e U.S.
Veteran s Admini stration, e merging
as a leader in clinical practice,
educati o n, and research.
In aca demi a, he conducted
research , publi shed sem inal materi
aJs, and directed clinical training
for about 30 years, first at the
University o f Nebraska Medical
Cente r in Om aha , then at Col um
bia Uni versity in New Yo rk City,
and fin ally at Washington Univer
sity in St. Loui S from 1970-86.
Th e author and edito r of ma ny
books, he co-ed ited the first fo ur "
editions of the Handbook of Psy

chotherapy and Behavior Change,
whic h became a sta n da rd text and
re ference in the Un ited States and
many parts of th e world.
His contributi ons earned num er
o us pres tigiou s awa rds, including
the Distin gui shed Contributio n to

Knowledge Award from the
American Psychological Association
a nd the Distin guished Research
Caree r Award from the Society for
Psych otherapy Research.
Survivors incl ude his wife o f 58
years, Amy Nusbaum Garfield; Mo
sons; two daugh ters; seven grand
Children; an d one n iece.

Joseph Klarmann
Cosm ic-ray astrophysicist joseph
Klarm ann, professor emeri tus of
ph ysics in Arts & SCiences, died
Februa ry 21, 2006, a t St. Mary's
Hea lth Center in Richmond
Heights, Missouri , o f com pl icatio ns
from a bicycle accident in Forest
Park in Sep tember 2005. He was 78.
As a member of the Washington
Unive rsity cosm ic ra y research
group, Klarm ann was involved in
som e o f the world's most successful
studi es of the compos ition of
galactic cosmic rays, highly e ner
getic atomic nuclei that travel
through space at nearly the speed
of light. He hel ped develop innova
tive instrum ents that have been
used o n high-altitude balloons and
later on spacecraft.
Born in 1928 in Berlin, his
fam ily escaped Nazi German y,
fl eein g to Palestine via Italy in latc
1939. Hi s university studi es were
interrupted in 1948 wh en he served
in the Israe li army during the War
of Ind epe nden ce. After the war, in
which he was injured, he returned
to Hebrew Uni versity in jerusa lem ,
from which he ea rned an M. S.
degree in 1954.
He earn ed a doctorate from
the University o f Rochester in
New York in 1958 and joi n ed th e
Washington Univers ity faculty in
1961 as an assistant professor of
physics, working with Michael
Fried lander, professor of physics.
Klarm ann was n amed an associa te
professo r in 1964 and professor
in 1974. He attained eme ritus rank
in 1996.
"joe was a quiet but outstanding
mem ber of Our departm ent's fac
Ulty," says Friedland er. "He was one
of our bes t lecturers, a gen tle and
sympa the tic ad viser to students
both grad uate and underg raduate
and a fine researcher."
Klarmann is survived by hi s wife,
Erika, of University City; two sons;
and a sister.

Frank W. Miller
Frank W. Mille r, the Jam es Carr
Professor Emeritus of Criminal
Jurisprudence, died March 11 ,2006,
at hi s home in St. Louis Coun ty
after a long illn ess. He was 84.
Born in Appleton, Wisconsin,
h e ea rned a bachelor of arts degree,
bachelor o f law degree, and a
doctorate in law, all from th e Uni
ve rsity of Wisconsin in Madison.
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During World War ll, Mill er
served in the U.S. Army. He began
his teach ing caree r in 1948 and
retired in 199 1. During his 43 yea rs
at th e University, he ta ught crimin al
law, criminal procedure, a nd juve
nil e law. He also publi sh ed ma ny
books, including Prosecution: The

Decision to Chmge a Suspect with a
Crime and TIle Test of Factulll
Ca usatioll ill Negligence and Strict
Liability Cases with Arno C. Becht.
A popula r teacher, Miller received
a 1965 Founders Day Faculty Award
and the Alumni Distinguished
Teaching Award in 199 1.
Survivors include his wife of
60 years, Luci lle R. Miller; two
da ugh ters; and a brother.

Charles Newman
Cha rles Newman, professor of
Engli sh an d avant-garde novelist
and cr itic, di ed March 15, 2006,
at Barnes-jewish Hospita l after a
length), illness. He was 67.
Newman, who was born in
St. Louis and grew up in Chi cago, is
perhaps best-known for turning a
cam pu s publication at Northwest
ern University in Eva nsto n, Illinois,
into the prestigious literary maga
zine Tri QlIllrteriy. He joined North
western as a young in structor in the
En glish department in 1964 a nd is
credited as the first offiCial editor o f
th e magaZine, which began in 1958
as a stud ent and faculty magaZi n e.
For 10 of the 11 yea rs Newma n was
on the faculty, he was edi tor of the
publication. It became a n interna
tional jo urn al showcasing the
world's most eminent writers.
Tli Quorterly, which still appears
three times a year, h as published
jorge Lui s Borges; Ca rlos Fuentes;
Willia m H. Gass, the David May
Distingui shed Unive rsity Professor
Eme ritu s in Hum an ities; Joyce
Ca rol Oates; and Anne Sex ton,
among oth ers.
Newman wrote several novels,
including the Call110nia trilogy,
and he wrote Mo nonfiction
books-the autobi ogra phica l A

Child's HistOlY of America (1973)
and a criti ca l work, The Post-Modern
Allra: The Act ofFictiol1 il1lln Age of
/l1flatioll (1985)
He earned a bach elor'S degree
in Am eri ca n studies with hon ors,
summa cum laud e, from Yale
University in New Have n, Con
n ec ticut, in 1960 and afterward
stu d ied politics and econ omics at
Oxfo rd University in Oxfo rd,
England, as a Ful br ight scho lar.
Newman first ca me to WUSTL
as the Visi ting Hu rs t Professor
o f Creative Writing in 1984; in
1985, h e was visi tin g professor o f
Engl ish; and in 1986, he became
a full professor.
Newma n, who was married and
di vorced five tim es, is survived by
a sister and two n eph ews.
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Reinforcing
Clinical Care
Associate Vice Chancellor James P. Crane led
the reorganization of the clinical practice, pro
viding improved patient services and long-term
sustainability at the medical school.
BY DIANE DUKE WILLIAMS

I

n the mid-1990s, there was a firestorm brewing in
American health care. Managed care kept growing
as clinical revenues declined . Cutbacks were on the
horizon in clinical care funding from Medicare,
research funding from the National Institutes of Health,
and Medicare-related graduate medical education pay
ments. Medical schools began losing money, and some
were even taking the dramatic step of selling their
teaching hospitals.
The Washington University School of Medicine tack
led the challenge by tapping James P. Crane, associate
vice chancellor for clinical affairs and a key administrator
at the medical school, to lead a faculty-oversight commit
tee to assess the rapidly changing health-care forces. After
the committee announced its results, the School of
Medicine decided in 1997 to create a unified multi-specialty
medical group called the Faculty Practice Plan (FPP).
The FPP's primary goals were to make the medical
school's clinical practice more effiCient and more respon
sive to the needs of patients, referring physicians, and
health-care insurers. It would provide more effective
infrastructure and support for clinical services, negotiate
contracts with 43 major insurers in the St. Louis area,
streamline billing and collections, and establish strategic
direction for the School's 13 clinical departments.
The reorganization would enable the School of Medicine
to better compete in an increasingly competitive health-care
market and provide a clinically diverse patient base in sup
port of the medical school's teaching and research missions.
"A vibrant clinical practice is so important to our teach
ing and research missions," says Crane, who also was
named chief executive officer of the FPP. "Our clinical
practice provides an essential platform for bringing new
WA SHI N GT O N U N IVERSI TY IN ST. l OUIS

-

..

--

-

SUM M ER 200 6

-

._----

_ _ _ _ _ _ _.... il ,

1

discoveries and the latest medical innovations to the bedside,
and it also provides a vital training ground for the next gener
ation of health-care professionals."
Before the FPP was created, 13 clinical departments with
55 divisions were practicing at 32 locations within three city
blocks on the Medical Campus. No central location existed
for patients to seek outpatient care, despite the fact that many
patients had complex medical problems that required the
expertise of multiple subspecialists.
Through the FPP, Crane led the effort to implement the
Campus Integration Plan, a new vision for the Medical Center.
On the North Campus, new buildings house multidisciplinary
clusters of outpatient services while others on the South
Campus integrate inpatient care in a more rational and cost
effective manner.
As part of the $364-million Campus Integration Plan, a
14-story outpatient care facility called the Center for Advanced
Medicine, or CAM, opened in 2000 on the North Campus. The
CAM holds 14 multidisciplinary clinical centers with related
anCillary and diagnostic testing conveniently located nearby.

.. ...

PEER REVIEW

"ks virtually impossible for me to imagine the
"Historically, we were physician-focused in the way we
provided medical care," says Cra ne, who also is a professor of
obstetrics and gynecology. "The CAM is patient-focused. We've
h ad a paradigm shift."
Today, the FPP has 979 physicians and ranks as the second
la rgest academ ic medical practice in the United States.
As the FPP's chief executive officer, Crane is responsible fo r
establishing strategiC direction and coo rdinating clinical pro
grams across the School of Medicine's now 14 clinical depart
men ts, implementing school-wide standards of clinical care,
and overseeing key se rvices and infrastructure to h elp clinical
departments provide the best patient care.
He also is focused on new goa ls for the FPP. These goals
include expanding clinical practices in suburban areas of
St. Louis, enhancing patient safety, and implementing an
enterprise-wide electronic medical record system that will
improve productiv ity and enhance patient care by prOViding
the faculty with instant access to comprehensive outpa tient
and inpatient medical information.
Additio nally, he spends a fair amou nt of time on public
policy. For the past three years, Cra ne worked with the state
medical association and other groups to pass meaningful tort
reform legislation in Missouri, and he currently is working to
get a tobacco tax initiative passed to discourage Cigarette
smoking and reduce the burden of tobacco-related disease
among Missourians.
His colleagues say Cra ne has a remarkable talent for bringing
people with diverse interests and agendas to a common purpose.
"You have to be a good listen er and try to put you rself in
the other person 's shoes, " Cra ne says. "In the end, con sensus is
abou t compromise and working toward the common good."
Crane has a long list of accomplishments. When he joined
the Washington UniverSity faculty in 1977, he estabUshed the
first prenatal diagnosis program in Missouri in his role as chief
of the genetics divisi on within the Department of Obstetrics
and Gynecology. In add ition to being revered by his patients,
he and his staff pioneered the development of new prenatal
diagnostic techniques and established a cytogenetics labora tory
for prenatal testing, a screening center for neural tube defects,
a genetic counseling service, and a ho tline for physicians and
patients who have concerns about potential drug exposure
during a woman's pregnancy. He also helped start Missouri's
first in vitro fertilization program, which led to the birth of
the state's first IVF baby in January 1985.
He still sees about 60 to 80 patients per month, which he
greatly enjoys for the intellectual ch allenge and patient contact.
"1 can 't envision ever giving that up," he says.
Cra ne feels fortunate for the opportunities he has had at
the University and says he sometimes has to pinch himself to
make sure it's all real.
''It's hard to envision a higher and more compelling mi~sion
than improving th e h ealth and lives of people. Providing the
best and latest in medical ca re to our patients and training out
standing health-care professionals to serve our communi ty are
noble causes," Crane says. "1 fee l blessed to have had the oppor
tunity to serve the Univers ity and o ur community in this way."
Dia ne Duke W ill iams
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clinical operation of the School of Medicine and
the Medical Center without Jim's brilliant leader
ship. He is the brain trust and organizational
genius of the highly successful Washington
University Physician Network . He also has con
tributed his appreciable talents to other major
activities at the Medical Center and to important
outside organizations, such as the St. Louis
Regional Health Commission. He combines an
incredibly large knowledge base, amazing dili
gence, assiduous attention to detail (without
losing the big picture), and remarkable persuasive
ability. And he's a wonderful person."
-William A. Peck, the Alan A. and Edith L. Wolff
Distinguished Professor of Medicine and Director of
the University's Center for Health Policy

"Cra ne embodies all that is great in a Washington
University leader. He is a passionately committed
citizen of the institution and its multiple missions .
He is deeply invested in our being the very best,
especially in health care. The University is a far, far
better place because of Jim Crane."
-Alan L. Schwartz, the Harriet B. Spoehrer Professor
and Head of the Department of Pediatrics

"We are very fortunate to have James Crane
as head of the Faculty Practice Plan. He brings
truly remarkable leadership to dealing with the
constant changes in health care and understands
the factors that affect our ability to remain a
premier medical center. He also is proactive and
passionate about providing better care for our
patients. There are very few faculty members
who have done more to contribute to the success
of Washington University as a center of clinical
excellence. "
-Larry 1. Shapiro, A.B. '68, M.D. 71, Executive Vice
Chancellor for Medical Affairs and Dean of the
School of Medicine

"O ne of the University's most important contri
butions to our community and the world is the
excellent medical care provided by Washington
University physicians. Dr. Crane is one of our
most important leaders in clinical medicine. He
is tireless in his efforts to bring the best medical
care to the people we serve, and he does so
with sensitivity and commitment. Jim is talented,
dedicated, and caring-we are fortunate to have
him as a leader in the practice of medicine at
Washington University."
-Mark S. Wrighton, Chancellor
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